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REV. JOEL BARANKO’S 2016 REPORT 

 

Each year staff and lay leaders take the time to recap the successes and challenges of life at Lu-
theran Church of the Cross. The annual report is also an opportunity to look ahead. My report this 
year will be no different, except I want to look a bit farther back in the church’s history and look 
into the future a bit beyond 2017. 

Early in 2016 I spent an entire afternoon with Pastor Chris Hallanger, the pastor who was instrumental 
in establishing Lutheran Church of the Cross. He’s retired now, follows the warm weather, but still helps out in 
churches from time-to-time when he can. Over the course of our conversation I gained a new appreciation for 
the stories, commitment, sacrifices, and vision of those first families who gathered to start a new faith commu-
nity. With little more than trust and faith in the belief that God was calling them, they embarked upon a jour-
ney that has intersected our life in 2017. They lived by a faith that continues to shape the lives of hundreds of 
families 36 years later. 

A part of LCC’s history I learned from Pastor Chris was how the idea of multiple churches settling on the 
same land came about. The owner of the farm land where we sit and the developer had conversations that 
turned into a dream of an ecumenical park. In fact, the developer’s goal, and the way the land was structured 
originally, was to host four! congregations of different denominations. We all know that two communities put 
down their roots and grew in ways that did not allow for additional churches to be built.  

Similar conversations have happened at LCC in 2016. Leaders from the church and the YWCA are again 
dreaming by God’s Spirit to find ways to impact the lives of hundreds of people for decades into the future. 
This is intensely exciting for me to be a part of! As I am writing this very report I can see the empty piece of 
land that will one day most likely be home to women and children who would not have a safe place to live oth-
erwise. Finding ways to care for people around us is the great duty and great delight of what it means to live 
and love like Jesus.  

It’s not surprising that God works in this way, by bringing people together to venture out in faith to do 
something none of us can do on our own. What might be next for Lutheran Church of the Cross? This question 
is vitally important. I pray about and think on what might God’s Spirit be up to on a weekly basis. I am firmly 
convinced that the Holy Spirit is an enterprising force enabling all of us to look for the holy opportunities be-
fore us. 

This is also one of the ways I understand what it means to be Lutheran. 2017 marks the 500 year anni-
versary of the Protestant Reformation. 500 years ago one person, Martin Luther, changed the course of west-
ern civilization forever. One person in the power of the Holy Spirit, that is. We live in and by this same Spirit! 
Each of our lives can shape the course of an untold number of people when we are open to discerning God’s 
work for us. 

I look forward to learning more about and celebrating the Reformation with you all in 2017. Watch for 
upcoming opportunities to dig deeper and learn about our past so that we can gain confidence in God’s work-
ing in our lives today. This is why our history is so important; we are strengthened for tomorrow by the witness 
of the saints in the past. One day, I pray, others in the future can look back on our lives and say that we too act-
ed with faith and trust in Jesus’ name. 

 

Peace & Joy, 

 

Pastor Joel Baranko 



REV. LAURA HENRIK’S 2016 REPORT 
 

“Most of all, love each other as if your life depended on it. Love makes up for practically anything.” 

1 Peter 4:8 (The Message) 
 

Another year is in the books and I am not sure where the time went this year. As I reflect back on the last 
year of ministry here at Lutheran Church of the Cross, our theme and mission that was rolled out this Fall 

rings through my head… Live and Love like Jesus. Here at LCC this has become our center and our focus.  
 

How do we live and love like Jesus as individuals in the big body of Christ? 

How do we live and love like Jesus as a church that is the body of Christ? 
 

Living and loving like Jesus is not just a Sunday/Wednesday thing… it is an everyday, every hour, every minute, every sec-
ond kind of thing. So how did we do? 
 

Living and loving like Jesus looks like…  

45 teenagers confirmed their faith at the Confirmation services 

Women attending Bible Study on Ephesians in the Spring and Mark in the Fall 

247 kiddos in Christian Education classes 

Upcoming 7th Graders first Confirmation lock-in 

20 Small Group Guides for Confirmation volunteering about 510 hours total  

8th Graders participating in Fill the Float at the WestFest Parade collecting can goods for Great Plains Food Bank 

All those 3rd Graders who received their Bibles with special notes from their families 

9th graders learning, playing games, and fellowshipping at our 9th grade Confirmation retreat at Joy Ranch 

13 women on a retreat at NeSoDak camp for a time of rest, renewal, and digging into the Psalms 

30ish kids taking First Communion 

81 Shepherds, Workshop Leaders, and Subs giving their time and energy to our Christian Education Program 

Celebrating our Seniors graduating for High School 

134 Confirmation 7th, 8th, and 9th graders enrolled this year 

Women gathering for Joyful Women every month and Book Clubs too 

A big ole night of fun, painting, fellowship, food, and wine at Soul to Soul Ladies Night 

3 global mission services with our guest preacher and director of Lantern Hill, Abby Williams 

The Hunger Meal and lock-in with our 8th Grade Confirmation Students 

115+ kids singing their little hearts out at the Christmas Program 

Putting those little dots everywhere to remind us to live and love like Jesus all the time! 

 

These are some (not all) of the ways that I see LCC living and loving like Jesus inside these church walls. Imagine if my list 
was to include all the ways we live and love like Jesus outside these walls too!! We will continue this good work in 2017 as 
well as challenge ourselves to grow and reach out of our comfort zones to be the hands and feet of Christ in the world. 
How will you live and love like Jesus this year? 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Laura Henrik 



CHURCH COUNCIL 2016 

LCC Family, 

2016 was another busy year for LCC. Some of the activity resulted in obvious changes, such as the kitchen remodeling. 

Some were more of the same blessed activities our congregation loves, such as the completion of another spring and 

fall of our youth and adult education. Some are more strategic, such as the YWCA partnership and project. The energy 

of life at the church is consistent with the energy of our active, busy congregation! 

The kitchen and the, soon to be opened coffee bar will provide such exciting opportunities for the congregation mem-

bers to experience the fellowship we believe is possible and just waiting for the right environment. The kitchen was 

used for the Gala in December and made such a difference in the preparation and clean-up, we believe the enthusiasm 

for holding events that require the kitchen will be much greater. We anticipate the coffee bar will provide “fellowship 

fuel” that will encourage families to stay around and socialize for a short time before and after services. We pray the 

completion of these projects will allow congregation members to form deeper connections with other members and 

LCC.  

LCC was blessed again in 2016 with committed staff and congregation members who provided great Christian educa-

tion for our children. Education has been identified by our congregation as LCC’s primary calling and it takes a large 

number of volunteers to be so successful. Thank you to all those who have volunteered in the past and I ask those who 

haven’t to consider it. As a former Sunday School Teacher, I believe I grew as much, or more than the children through 

the experience. I always felt as if my heart was more full when I left the class than when I arrived and my connection to 

LCC was made much stronger. 

The YWCA project is a subject that always provides a jolt of enthusiasm at Executive Committee and Church Council 
meetings when we finally reach it on the agenda! Similar to our partnerships with Red River Children’s Advocacy Center 
and Lantern Hill in Ensenada, Mexico, the YWCA project would result in an outreach that allows us to clearly see the 
impact our gifts can have in the world. We imagine so many opportunities to contribute to the lives of the young moth-
ers and children housed at the facility and we have heard the same enthusiasm from others in our congregation. Our 
connectedness to LCC makes a positive impact outside our walls and borders, as well as within.  
The more involved I have gotten with LCC, the more fulfilled I get. I have taken the “baby steps” approach starting with 

ushering, then to teaching Sunday School every other Sunday, then to serving as Vice President of the Church Council 

and now to serving as President. I was concerned I wouldn’t have the time, and some-

times the skills to contribute in each role, but I am so glad I took them on. For those of 

you who think you are too busy, I encourage you to consider many ways you contribute to 

making the world a better place through your involvement. Please also consider the spir-

itual growth you’ll be provided through the increased connection with our congregation 

and our Lord. To those who are already contributing, I, and the other LCC lay leaders 

thank you! 

I wish you a blessed 2017! 

Sincerely, 

Chris Clemenson 

LCC Church Council President 

http://www.rrcac.org/
http://www.lanternhillmx.org/


MUSIC AND ARTS MINISTRY 2016 

Music and Arts Ministry continued to be an integral part of worship at LCC in 2016. It was the 

first full year under the direction of Chad Svenby. The year provided many opportunities to fur-

ther develop the role of music in the worship experience of our congregation. A priority this year 

was to focus on ensuring that the messages presented in our worship music matched and/or 

helped develop the message presented to the congregation each week through the scripture les-

sons and pastoral sermons. We continued to take advantage of the many liturgical musical re-

sources available to us through our licensing partnerships. We also continued to search for and 

utilize new, meaningful secular and contemporary music that works within our worship commu-

nity. 

Music is an important piece of our worship experience at LCC. It is very important that those 

who lead music are invested in our vision of what music can do and be. At LCC we are lucky to 

have a fantastic group of volunteers who share a belief in our vision and graciously share their 

musical talents with us. Our Wednesday Worship Band has been playing together for a number 

of years and has developed into a close-knit group that thoroughly enjoys the opportunity to 

lead worship in a more contemporary setting each week. Our Sunday music leadership group al-

so has wonderful musicians and vocalists who are comfortable in a more traditional worship 

setting as well as branching into the contemporary realm. The adult choir and bell choir, directed 

by Maxine Besler, performed wonderfully throughout the year and added their special musical 

offerings to many worship services. They also saw an increase in participation as more members 

or our congregation added their talents to those groups. The LCC Youth Band/Choir, under the 

direction of Jaqueline Beller, Mary Hannah Aure and Chad Svenby, helped to lead four worship 

services throughout the year. We also are blessed to have several members of the congregation 

that help with audio/visual production for worship each week. We added 2-3 new volunteers in 

2016 to assist with this area. 

The Worship, Arts & Environment team met regularly through the first half 

of 2016 but took a hiatus for the latter part of the year due to the resigna-

tion of some long-time members of the committee. 2017 will be an oppor-

tunity to recruit new members of the committee with a fresh perspective on 

how to enhance our worship environment.  

 

 

Chad Svenby 

Director of Music and Arts Ministry 



FINANCE REPORT 2016 
 



FINANCE REPORT 2016 
 



EDUCATION 2016 
The year began with the presentation of Bibles to our 3rd Grad-
ers, and an afternoon Bible Retreat where the 3rd graders were 
taught how to utilize their Bibles afterwards. 

In the spring Celebration of Holy Communion participants took 
part in two sessions preparing them for their experience and 
then Communion was celebrated on Maundy Thursday. 

In the Fall, PreK to 6th graders were welcomed back to classes 
with the Rotation Model of Education at either Sunday at 9 
a.m. or 10:10 or Wednesday at 5:20 p.m. or 7:15 p.m. All 
groups and ages began their weekly sessions with an opening 
and are then break into small groups where they take part in a 
variety of activities that help solidify the parts of the story in an 
experiential way. The same story is covered for approximately 4 
weeks.  

Thank you to our classroom teachers, confirmation guides and 
mentors, VBS leaders, special program volunteers, board mem-
bers, assistants, and numerous other volunteers; without your 
dedication and time we could not do the work that God has giv-
en us. THANK YOU for giving of yourself to our children’s 
growth.  

We look forward to more learning and fun in 

2017! 

LCC Education Team 

 



YOUTH AND FAMILY 2016 



2016 OUTREACH & FELLOWSHIP 

April - Easter Breakfast was served to 115+ members following the 

Sunrise Service on March 27th.  Many volunteers assisted by 

providing food items, setting up, serving, and clean-up.  This event 

was held in our new fellowship hall!    

June – ND Special Olympic games were held on Friday, June 10 and 
Saturday, June 11th.  We had 8 different families represent LCC at 
the concession stand for these 2 days, feeding the hungry athletes 
and spectators as well as raising money for the local Special Olym-
pic teams.  The Special Olympic volunteers running the state 
games were very grateful for LCC’s continued support for the 
event.   
   
The New American Dinner was cancelled for this Thanksgiving due 

to Kitchen renovations.  We will place this back on the schedule for 

2017. 

December – Once again, LCC members were involved in brighten-

ing the Christmas season for nearly 100 children/young adults 

within our community.  

 

Submitted by, 

Jane Olson 

Nikki Loney 

Stephanie Lauritsen 

 


