
 

 

LCC 
Crosswords 

 

January 2018 

1/3   Church School Resumes 

1/4  Joyful Women’s Gathering 9:30am 

1/7  Church School Resumes 

1/10  Confirmation Resumes 

1/11  RRR Book Club 1pm 

1/14  9th Grade Confirmation Retreat 

1/23  Novel Ideas 7pm 

1/26  Family Date Night 

 

Weekly Activities  
Sundays:  Church School 9am and 10:10am, Worship 9am and 11am 

Mondays: Bell Choir Rehearsal 6pm, Choir Rehearsal 7:15pm  

Tuesdays: Men’s Bible Study 6:30am, Sunday Worship Rehearsal 5:30pm, Wednes-
day Worship Rehearsal 6:30pm, Yoga with Jessica 6:30pm 

Wednesdays:  Wednesday Meal 5:15pm-6:45pm, Church School 5:45pm and 
6:45pm, Worship 5:45pm and 6:45pm, Confirmation 7:30pm 

Thursdays: Women’s Bible Study TBD,  Youth Band 6:00pm 

 

January 

Family Date Night |Friday January 26th at 6:00pm  
Families of all ages and sizes are invited to join us for Date Night! The night in-
cludes an Italian dinner and canvas painting. The cost is $10 per person 
(maximum of $30 per family). Please RSVP to Chelsi at chelsi@lcc-wf.com by 
Wed., January 24th.   



 

 

Pastor’s Message 
Merry Christmas, REO Speedwagon! 

As I started my vehicle to drive to the church this morning, my radio was 
already set to the local all-Christmas-all-day station. I love Christmas music! But, 
the music blasting through my speakers was NOT Christmas. What?! I like classic 
rock too, but it’s only the 2nd day of Christmas. Christmas isn’t over. What hap-
pened to the two turtle doves and all the rest?! 

Many centuries ago Christians determined that Christmas would be a 12-
day celebration of Jesus’ birth – his incarnation among us beginning on Christmas 
Day. The culmination of Christmas is the Epiphany – the light of Jesus having shone 
beyond the Jewish family and the confines of Judea. Now, our eager friends in the 
retail & radio business have determined Christians have it all wrong, and that we 
should BEGIN celebrating Christmas in October and come to a complete stop when 
we go to bed on Dec. 25th. Bah! Humbug I say. 

The mission of God in Jesus our Lord has no beginning and end, and neither 
does our joy. “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the 
end,” (Revelation 22:13). While there are beginnings and endings within the seasons and work of the 
church, the mission continues on. 

We have just come to an ending in the life of LCC as Pastor Laura has now moved on to what’s 
next for her. It’s a sad day at the church, our first day with an empty office and the giant smile and room-
filling laughter of a terrific colleague and sister-in-Christ now gone. If you haven’t already, please join 
with me in giving thanks to God for Laura, Davin, Eliana, and baby. The Holy Spirit has wonderful things 
in store for that lucky church in North Carolina! 

That same Holy Spirit has wonderful things in store for us at LCC too! By caring for the LCC com-
munity even in her leaving, Pastor Laura kept me in the loop months ago so that I could begin discerning 
the Spirit’s leading for what’s next. I am delighted and thankful to share that Sister Michelle Walka will 
be joining with us in mission and ministry at LCC on January 8th. Michelle will serve on a part-time inter-
im basis to start, while we begin taking the steps of forming a call committee to search for a new associ-
ate pastor. While she is not ordained, our Bishop will grant Michelle the authorization to serve in a pas-
toral capacity at Lutheran Church of the Cross. If you happen to have participated in this past fall’s wom-
en’s ministry painting night, you would have met Michelle as she led the event. You can find Michelle’s 
brief introduction below. 

Many of you have asked me how long it may take before LCC will be able to call a new pastor. I 
wish that I was able to give you a definitive, or even approximate!, answer. For a number of years, ELCA 
leaders have been raising awareness to the declining numbers of new pastors and the accelerating num-
ber of clergy retiring. Along with nearly every other denomination, we now have a serious shortfall of 
pastors in the ELCA. At any given time, there are nearly 800-1,000 ELCA churches searching for a pastor, 
and roughly 35% of current pastors will be retiring in the next 5-10 years. Serious will soon become criti-
cal. 

LCC has something great going for it when it comes to calling a new pastor. Because of the 
Spirit’s work in and through you, we are a thriving, active, and fun place to serve. The down side LCC fac-
es when attracting pastors from around the country is found on your cell phone’s home screen (Wind 
Chill -32). An additional detraction is that Eastern North Dakota ranks 2nd to bottom in clergy compensa-
tion of the 65 synods of the ELCA. We at LCC, however, have been working hard for years to get to the 
position as a church to be able to offer fair-to-competitive wages. We have some work left, but moving 
in the right direction is a good thing. 

Change is in the air, and God’s Holy Spirit will be asking us to roll with the changes. Each night in 
our bedtime prayers at my house, we thank God for LCC. This is the place where we find God’s for-
giveness, love, and strength. This is the place where we are fed by Jesus’ word, and his own body and 
blood. This is the place where the Spirit stirs in us the urge to serve our neighbors and the world. Thanks 
be to God for you - this wonderful community, the LCC family. 

 
    Peace & Joy 
    Pastor Joel 



 

 

Pastor’s Message 
Hello there!  I am Sister Michelle Walka.  It is a joy and an honor 

to walk with you all as the part-time interim associate on the pastoral 
team.  It was such a delight to meet some of you during the Paint Your 
Heart Out Event this past October. I look forward to meeting and serv-
ing alongside you all, here at LCC! 

A Little About Me: I am a rostered minister of Word and Service 
within the ELCA (Deacon).  I have worked in many capacities over the 
years including positions in outdoor ministries, youth and family minis-
tries, refugee family services, and even in coffee shops.  I hold a BSW 
from the University of South Florida and a M.A. in Theology from Lu-
ther Seminary as well as certificates in Community Organizing and 
Coaching.  

I currently serve as the Director of Beloved Art and Practice through the Eastern North 
Dakota Synod.  This is a part-time grant-funded position to lead workshops and retreats fo-
cused on using creativity to engage in contemplative prayer practices.  I believe that these 
creative and contemplative practices in community create beautiful awareness of our collec-
tive humanity, and are powerful acts of narrative sharing, healing, and restoration, as we 
journey in our life and faith together.  Plus, as a contemplative artist, sharing my gifts is such a 
joy-filled and connecting experience too! 

You might be curious about the “sister” in front of my name.  Well, I am part of the 
Deaconess Community of the ELCA.  In short, the Deaconess Community is comprised of 
women who are called by God to impact the broken world in and through the Church and the 
world, compelled by the love of Christ, and sustained by community.  There is a long history 
of our community (dating back to the 1800s), so feel free to ask me about it when you see 
me. 

Originally from Florida, my husband Keith and I now live in Mayville, ND.  Keith serves 
as pastor of Mayville United Ministry through the end of February.  We love the outdoors, 
and I am continually inspired by the beauty of my surroundings.  I also enjoy the hunt for fun 
community spaces and a good cup of coffee.  In my free-time, you can find me with a good 
book, experimenting in the kitchen, or picking up a new craft to explore.  This winter it’s 
knitting! 

Again, I am excited to be journeying with you all as we are continually learning to live 
and love like Jesus! 

Peace, 
Sister Michelle 



 

 

Finance Report  

 

Living & Loving like Jesus! 

 Over the past number of weeks you may have heard some of the temple talks shared 
at worship services at LCC. These talks were one way to tell the story of LCC’s amazing minis-
try and mission, thank everyone who supports this work financially, and to ask the LCC com-
munity to begin tackling the short-term and long-term giving challenges. While we do not 
yet have the final 2017numbers compiled, (those will be ready for our congregational 
meeting in 2018) the Finance Team would like to share with you a preliminary report of how 
the year has gone and to celebrate your generosity. 

 2017 was a challenge financially as this was the first year our appeal fund was not 
supporting the general budget. Our expenses were difficult to cover month-to-month be-
cause of attendance fluctuation over the year. Long story short, our summer attendance and 
giving slump were the deepest on record. Going into December we had a $100,000 deficit. 

 We are pleased and deeply thankful to be able to share that the congregation rallied 
in a big way. As of today, our Love Offering total is over $80,000, and our strong regular giv-
ing in December covered our expenses. Our offering in 2017 was more than 10% greater 
than the offering in 2016. Thank you! Today, this leaves us with roughly a $20,000 shortfall. 
There may be some families out there who have not yet made a Love Offering. If you are 
one of those families, would you consider a gift this week? 

 All-in-all, the congregation continues to grow in its giving as we grow in our commit-
ment to living & loving like Jesus. While we continue to face some challenges, God is bless-
ing us and our shared mission at LCC in amazing ways. Thank you. 

 

LCC Finance Team 



 

 

President’s Corner 
It seems like everywhere I turn people are talking about change management.  
From business to education and yes even in the church, change is happening at 
an accelerated rate.  However even though change management appears to be a 
hot topic, it doesn’t mean there is an easy solution out there to make imple-
menting change run smoothly. How do we prepare people for an upcoming 
change?  How do we ensure the change transition is smooth?  How do we get 
people excited about the possibilities that change can bring about?   
Going into 2017 we knew there were several changes in store for Lutheran 

Church of the Cross.  We waited with anticipation for some of these changes, like the work being 
done with the YWCA project.  Other changes were met with some nervousness and anxiety, like 
wrapping our arms around a budget no longer funded by appeal dollars.  Still others came unex-
pectedly and were met with sadness, like Pastor Laura’s departure to a new call. 

While I welcome change whenever it creates efficiency and creates new challenges, I will 
admit that I am also a creature of habit and struggle a little with change.  However, this last year as 
the LCC Council President has provided a number of opportunities to practice being open and ac-
cepting of change.  And it seems 2018 will continue on that same path.  

In the coming year we will continue our work towards a lease agreement for the YWCA pro-
ject, finalize details and begin to see the fruits of the labor of so many volunteers in our congrega-
tion and work of community partners. This new partnership will change our mission as a congrega-
tion and open up new possibilities to serve outside our walls and live and love like Jesus.  

We are also beginning conversations to purse the possibility of a daycare on-site at LCC.  
This would be a business venture of a third party; the church itself would not be running a daycare.  
Maximizing the church space to serve yet another group within our community and address a need 
would be an exciting new change.  The council is currently in discussion regarding logistics of this 
possibility, including rent payment, schedule, and facility use.  More to come as we pursue this pos-
sible change.   

In the New Year we will also be focusing on calling a pastor to fill the vacancy left with Pas-
tor Laura’s departure.  We know this task will not be an easy one.  Pastor Laura was deeply respect-
ed and had built so many strong relationships with our church.  The change and transition of her 
departure will require us to work through the emotional loss as we look to the future.  We also 
know this change will not be quick.  With pastors being in short supply, we will need the work of a 
highly committed Call Committee to search out the candidate that will be the best fit for LCC.  In 
the meantime, we are pursuing options that will help us to maintain some programing and provide 
the necessary support for our current staff and clergy. 

2018 is poised to be another great year at LCC.  We can’t wait to see what God has in store 
for us.  Change is never easy but with our hearts and minds focused on Christ and the mission he 
has for us, we are confident we can manage through and show others the secret to change man-
agement is faith and a whole lot of Jesus.   

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 
Teresa M. Duffy 



 

 

Children & Family Ministries 
Family Date Night 

Friday, January 26th at 6:00pm  

Families of all ages and sizes 

are invited to join us for Date 

Night! The night includes an 

Italian dinner and canvas 

painting. The cost is $10 per 

person (maximum of $30 per family). Please RSVP 

to Chelsi at chelsi@lcc-wf.com by Wed., January 

24th.  

 

Holy Communion  

Education 

March 11th, 18th, and 

25th from 2:00-4:00pm  

We invite our 2nd Grade students and any   

interested in Communion to these class times! 

More information about Holy Communion    

Education will be sent home mid-January. 

 

Church School Supply Needs:  

*Packing Tape    *Pipe Cleaners (all colors)  

*PlayDoh     *Buttons 

*Craft Gems and Jewels *Sequins (all colors) 

*Cardboard tubes (toilet paper, paper towel, etc.)  

 

Education Team 

The Education Team would like to invite new mem-

bers to the team! We are a group that meets once 

a month (Aug.-May) to plan, discuss, and invest in 

Church School, VBS, and family events. If you 

would be interested in joining our team, please join 

us at our next meeting, January 28th at 6:30pm. 

 

 

6th-9th Grade Confirmation Families… 

Wednesday Meal Servers. Student and parent(s) 

are to attend and serve together.  

 Jan. 3rd: Meal Servers NEEDED!  

 Jan. 10th:  Kinden E, Carson K, Keida E, Eden S, and 

Harley W. 

 Jan. 17th: Cole D, Brady W, Taylor A, Katie S, and 

Quinn V.   

 Jan. 24th: Rylan B, Carson E, Shelby S, Robert A, Dal-

ton T, and Eric L.   

 Jan. 31st: Grace W, Addison R, Max B, Kyler G, and 

Logan H.  

 Feb. 7th: Kiersten R, Kaitlin L, Grace B, Zach B, Kade P, 

and Carter W.  

 

Confirmation Schedule, Wednesday Meal 

Schedule, and event dates are on the Confir-

mation Board in the Cross Ways Center. If 

you have any questions about Confirmation, 

contact Pastor Laura or Chelsi Martian,  

 

9th Grade Retreat 

The retreat is Sunday, January 14th from 

11:00am-7:30pm at LCC. Programing, meals, 

and snacks will be provided. Please have your 

$20 fee to the church ASAP! If you have any 

questions about this event, please contact Chelsi 

Martian.   

 

Looking Ahead… 

Jan 3rd/7th  Church School Resume  

Jan. 10th Confirmation Resumes  

Jan. 14th 9th Grade Retreat  

Jan. 26th Family Date Night at 6:00pm  

Jan. 28th Education Team Meeting at 6:30pm 

Feb. 7th/11th Church School Kids Sing in Worship 

Feb. 14th/18th No Church School 

Feb. 25th  Family Olympics 3:00pm  



 

 

 

PieceMaker Quilt Group 

The PieceMaker quilt group will be meeting January 2nd at 6:30pm & Jan-
uary 11th & 25th at 9:30am. We are currently making quilts for the Red 
River Children's Advocacy Program. Any questions, please email 
pkmaas@yahoo.com. All are welcome.   

                                                       Attention Amazon Shoppers! 
Support Lutheran Church of the Cross by shopping with Amazon Smile! Just enter 
"Lutheran Church of the Cross West Fargo“ as your charity prior to shopping. (Must check 
out through Amazon Smile) After that, Amazon donates 0.5% of all eligible purchases to 
the church! Use the link below to get connected.  
                                          https://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-0360370  

Family Fare Receipts  
We did it!  We reached our goal of $150,000 in Family Fare receipts!  Please continue to 
collect your receipts and drop them off in the box located in the Crossway Center.  We 
are off to a good start with a current total of $2879.  Thank you for your continued sup-
port for this project.   

Coffee Bar 
Beanediction Coffee Bar is open! It is staffed by volunteers and we need lots 
more to keep it running. We have short 90-minute shifts for baristas and 
cashiers, plus you get a free coffee for working. Training only takes about 1 
hour and we can work around your availability for day- or night-time ses-
sions. No big commitments needed, just come check it out and see if it’s a 

way for you to serve LCC. If interested please e-mail the church office at office@lcc-
wf.com http://signup.com/go/CnxnTuu 

FirstLink Giving Tree  
THANK YOU! We were able to provide 125 gifts for those in 
and around our community. Thank you for stepping up to live 
and love like Jesus!  



 

 

LCC  

Directory 

Update 

New to LCC? New Family Photo? Need to update New to LCC? New Family Photo? Need to update 
your address? Would you like to be added to the your address? Would you like to be added to the 

online church directory?online church directory?  
  

If you answered “YES” to any of these If you answered “YES” to any of these 

questions contact office@lccquestions contact office@lcc--wf.com and wf.com and 

we will update your information!we will update your information!  



 

 



 

 

JOYFUL WOMEN’S COFFEE HOUR 
 

Joyful Women will be meeting in the Hospitality Room on Thursday, Jan. 
4th at 9:30am. We will resume our journey thru The Story  until with 
chapters 22 & 23.  

Joyful Women is a monthly event so plan to come and enjoy getting to 
know other women of LCC. Bring a friend and join us. Reservations are 
not necessary. 

 
The next meeting of Novel Ideas will be Tuesday Jan. 23rd, in the church li-
brary at 7pm.  We will be discussing War Room by Chris Fabry.  
 
Future Reads    
Feb. 27 We Were the Lucky Ones             by Georgia Hunter 
Mar. 27 The Missing Kennedy  by Elizabeth Koehler-Pentacoff 
Apr 24 Killers of the Flower Moon by David Grann   
 
Anyone is welcome to attend; even if you just want to come once in a while 
to enjoy the discussion of the book-of-the-month if that's what interests you.  

 RRR BOOK CLUB 
RRR Book Club meets on the second Thursday of the month at 1pm in the LCC Library. We dis-
cuss a variety of books. All are welcome! If you have any questions, feel free to contact Maxine 
Beseler at 701-400–7760 or maxbeseler@gmail.com.   
 
Upcoming reads are : 
January 2018:  Peach Cobbler Murder by Joanne Fluke  (Erlene has) 
February:    The Aviator’s Wife by Melanie Benjamin  (Erlene has) 
March:    Running with Scissors by Augusten Burroughs 
April:    Coral Glynn by Pete Cameron  (Erlene has) 
May:     Dinner with the Smileys by Sarah Smiley  (Erlene has) 

NOVEL IDEAS 



 

 

Lutheran Church of the Cross 
1402 16th St E ~ West Fargo, ND 58078 

(701) 282-0514 

www.lcc-wf.com 

 

Contact Us: 

Pastor Joel Baranko: jbaranko@lcc-wf.com 

Kylee Lisburg, Office Administrator: office@lcc-wf.com 

Chelsi Martian, Education Director: chelsi@lcc-wf.com 

Carson Jennings, Director of Youth Ministry: carson@lcc-wf.com 

Chad Svenby, Dir. of Music & Arts Ministry: csvenby@lcc-wf.com 

Maxine Beseler, Choir Director: maxbeseler@gmail.com 


