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April 2018 

4/1  Easter  
4/2  LCC Office Closed 
4/4   New Member Orientation 6pm 
4/5  Joyful Women’s Gathering 9:30am 
4/8  New Member Orientation 10:10am 
4/12  RRR Readers 1pm 
4/22      Education Team Meeting 6:30pm 
4/24  Novel Ideas 7pm 
4/25  Education Bake Sale 
4/27  Bible Study Date Night 
4/29  Education Breakfast 
4/30  Choir Potluck 6pm 

Weekly Activities  
Sundays:  Church School 9am and 10:10am, Worship 9am and 11am, Youth Band 5pm 

Mondays: Bell Choir Rehearsal 6pm, Choir Rehearsal 7:15pm 

Tuesdays: Men’s Bible Study 6:30am, Women’s Bible Study 12pm, Sunday Worship Re-
hearsal 5:30pm, Wednesday Worship Rehearsal 6:30pm, Yoga with Jessica 6:30pm 

Wednesdays:  Wednesday Meal 5:15pm-6:45pm, Church School 5:45pm and 6:45pm, 
Worship 5:45pm and 6:45pm, Confirmation 7:30pm, 10th-12th Grade Youth Group 
8:00pm 

 

April 

Easter Sunday Worship Schedule 
6:30am|8:00am|9:30am|11:00am  

Easter Breakfast  
7:30am-9:30am 



 

 

Pastor’s Message 
On that first Easter morning, 
Jesus’ friends and followers went in grief 
to honor his body and life in death. 
They were afraid. 
They were heartbroken. 
Their hopes and dreams for what God 
was doing for them, their people, and the world 
had turned to despair on the cross. 
If God really was for us and with us, 
the powers of this world were too strong for God. 
Oppression has won. 
Evil had won. 
The political, religious, and economic elite had won. 
The shroud of darkness had extinguished 
the fragile light of hope revealed 
in the boundless compassion of Jesus. 
Death had won. 
 

“Why do you look for the living among the dead?” 
 

Everything changed. 
 

The flicker of love had sparked again. 
Jesus’ friends, filled with 

terror, confusion, and amazement, 
wondered, “Could it be?”. 

Is the love of God stronger than death? 
Is the strength of boundless compassion 

stronger than the sword, 
the laws of religious domination, 

and the levers of wealth? 
Was peace and restoration 

going to be victorious 
over hatred and evil? 

It’s so disorienting. 
It’s so unbelievable. 

 
We celebrate Jesus’ resurrection, 

Not simply out of habit, 
But to acknowledge we still have our doubts. 

We celebrate Jesus’ resurrection 
So that God’s Spirit may 

renew confidence in our hearts. 
Yes, 

indeed, 
love wins. 



 

 

President’s Corner 
Happy Easter!  

Moving into the Easter season this year I found myself reminiscing on traditions.  

The Lenten journey to the cross and the empty tomb brings about intentional fo-

cus on one’s own faith and practices of self-denial or commitment to prayer and 

devotion time.  These habits help to ground us in Christ and remind us of the rea-

son for the journey.   

Growing up, my home church of Martin’s Lutheran in Casselton, ND used to hold a 

Prayer Vigil from the conclusion of Good Friday service until Easter sunrise service.  

The practice was always a bit of a mystery to me until my friend Steph and I got our drivers licenses 

and then we were some of the first to sign up for the early morning hours of the vigil.  We would en-

ter the sanctuary in silence to relieve the prior church member and spend some time in quiet prayer 

and devotion. For over five years we continued this tradition until our lives took us down different 

paths but each year as I leave Good Friday service in silence, I am appreciative of the blessing of that 

time together with Steph and the opportunity to grow in our faithfulness through the traditions the 

church created.   

This year our oldest daughter receives her first communion.  I found it interesting to study with her 

the Passover story and revisit the tradition that our ancestors revisited so many times in the Seder 

Supper meal.  Like most second graders she was less than thrilled to be observing the tradition of the 

bitter herbs, lamb, and unleavened bread.  My hope is that she, like so many of our youth here at LCC, 

will continue to grow in faith and perhaps each year connect with a little bit more of the tradition of 

the Easter season so that she too can make lasting memories rooted in faith.  

While we hold fast to many of our traditions, we also know that change is upon us here at LCC.  Many 

of the projects church staff and church members are working on right now are centered around big 

changes that are upcoming for LCC.   

The work continues with the YWCA lease agreements and the Grace Garden project will soon be in full 

swing.  The Call Committee is continuing their work to review and interview candidates for our Associ-

ate Pastor position.   Plans are moving forward to look at bringing an Intern on board at LCC.  Discus-

sions are continuing with around the cell phone tower project.    

May the traditions of the Easter season bring you joy and hope to live and love like Jesus.  

 

Teresa M. Duffy 

LCC Council President 



 

 

Upcoming Church Survey 
Happy Holy Week LCC, 

As we count down our preparation for Easter, I’m excited to share and help you prepare for a 

deep reflection on our congregation.  

LCC has entered into an agreement with “Holy Cow! Consulting,” to help us perform a church 

assessment. It’s been about seven years since the last time this was done.  

The exciting part about doing an assessment today compared to the last time is that we 

aren’t at a crossroads. LCC is not in crisis mode or anxious about running out of space, losing 

a lead pastor or having our neighbors move out. For once, we don’t have to be reactive to 

anything.  

And because of that, it's a perfect time to pause and reflect on a couple of things. Who are 

we? Who do we want to be? Are we as a church doing everything we can to fulfill our mis-

sion to Live and Love like Jesus? To get a pulse on where the congregation stands on some of 

these things, we will be going live with a survey in two weeks. I can’t stress how critical it is 

for each and every one of us to participate in this. What we find out will really shape our 

ministry/mission plans moving forward.  

In the coming weeks, you will learn more about the numerous ways to be able to submit 

your responses to these important questions.  

Thanks for your time and be on the lookout for more information to come.  

 

Paul Zenker  

Vision Team Chair  
 

 



 

 

Call Committee Update 

The LCC Call Committee continues to review “rostered leader profiles,” the paperwork com-
pleted by pastors who are open to a new call, and are prayerfully and patiently discerning 
the right fit for us. We will be reaching out to two candidates to schedule interviews that 
will hopefully happen in the next month. Please keep our committee, our future pastor, and 
LCC in your prayers. 

 

The LCC Call Committee 

Dan Christians 

Ruth Stefonowicz 

Jordan Lentsch 

Jenny McShane 

John Schmidt 

Patrick Sommer (representing Council) 

Amy Aeilts 

Riley Lebahn 

Mitch Wolden 

Pastor Joel 



 

 

Finance Report 

 Feb. Actual Feb. Budget  YTD Actual YTD Budget 

General Offering $34,950 $47,130  $83,668 $93,430 

Other income to general $84   $488  

General expenses $50,488 $54,443  $92,423 $106,938 

Mortgage Principal $2,818   $4,627  

Cash Flow -$18,272    -$12,894   

      

Borrowed from savings $0     

Borrwed from bank $0     

Paid back to savings $0     

Paid back to bank $0     

      

 Net amount owed savings  $22,519  

 Net amount owed bank   $0  

 Net amount owed Fund Appeal   $28,000  



 

 

Easter Sunrise 
Breakfast 

Sunday, April 1st  from 7:30-9:30am  

Fellowship Hall  

Want to help serve? Stop by the Kitchen to find out where help is needed!  

Any questions please contact Chelsi Martian chelsi@lcc-wf.com or 701.282.0514 



 

 

Education & Family Ministries 
 

VBS 2018 is coming!  

Check out the flyer for 

more info! 

Registration for Ship-

wrecked VBS and 2018-

2019 Church School will mailed out the 2nd 

week of April.  

 

Bake Sale & Breakfast 

The Education Team is excited to organize another 

Bake Sale & Breakfast for April. All monies collected 

from these two events will help to support the cost 

of 2018 VBS. Secret family recipe cookies, rolls, or 

egg bakes are always a big hit! :)  

Bake Sale: Wednesday, April 25th  

Breakfast: Sunday, April 29th from 10-11am 

Sign-up to help at the Bake Sale at http://

signup.com/go/FzJviGp and for the Breakfast 

at http://signup.com/go/HGprkdX. 

 

Church School Offering  

Each week your kids bring in offering to Church 

School and we are getting ready to do something 

amazing with it! On Wednesday, April 11th & Sun-

day, April 15th, every Church School kid will have a 

chance to pack a bag for the Backpack Program. 

These bags are going to be given to kids in the 

West Fargo Public Schools who otherwise might not 

have meals outside of the ones offered at school. 

For more information about this amazing program, 

head tohttp://www.greatplainsfoodbank.org/

programs/child-nutrition/backpack-program.html. 

Thank you for funding this project and teaching 

your kids to give offering!  

Education Supply Needs:  

*Packing Tape    *Dry Erase Markers   

*PlayDoh     *Dry Erasers  

*Craft Gems and Jewels  

*Magazines (for collages and projects)  

 

6th-9th Grade Confirmation Families… 

Wednesday Meal Servers. Student and Parent(s) are 

to attend and serve together.  

 April 4th: Riley P, Sam V, Halle E, Peyton M, Mor-

gan B, and Hayle E.  

 April 11th: Madison S, Emma V, Riley Z, Kaitlynn 

S, and Brenna W. 

 April 18th: Solveig S, Luke T, Emma P, Sailor B, 

and Laruen S. 

 April 25th: Emery A, Ethan B, Drake A, Ben M, 

and Addison P.  

 

Ways to get involved (April/May)  

 APRIL 8th: We will be serving a meal to NDSU 

students at the University Lutheran Center on 

Sunday, April 8th at 5:30pm. Help will be needed 

in providing food, prepping the meal(4:45-

5:30pm), and serving the meal(5:30-6:00pm). If 

you are able to help in any way, please let me 

know. 

 APRIL 27th: We will be playing games and having 

fun with kids of all ages during Bible Study Date 

Night. Help will be needed from 5:45-9:00pm.  

 

Looking Ahead… 

April 8th Serving Meal at NDSU (contact Chelsi for more info!) 

April 25th Education Bake Sale  

April 22nd Education Team Meeting at 6:30pm 

April 27th Bible Study Date Night  

April 29th Education Breakfast  

May 9th Wed. Church School Sings (last day!) 

  Confirmation last night  

May 13th Sun. Church School Sings (last day!)  

May 20th VBS Volunteer Meeting at 10:10am  

 



 

 

Shipwrecked VBS is for all kids Preschool (3+) to 4th Grade! We will dis-
cover how Jesus rescues us through life’s storms. Shipwrecked is filled 
with incredible Bible-learning experiences kids see, hear, touch, and 

even taste!  

Want to join in the fun? We would love any and all volunteers (5th 
Grade and older) to help lead VBS as small group leaders, craft helpers, 

games leaders, snack organizers, and so much more! 

Registration Info will be ready the 2nd week of April! Watch your mail!  

Monday, June  4th—Thursday, June 7th  

9:00am-12:00pm 



 

 

Let’s go to 

Bible Camp! 

LCC is partnering with Luther Crest Bible Camp in Alexandria, 
MN to get kids to camp! There are programs for kids in 3rd to 12th 
grade. See below for a quick guide. To get registered, go to http://
www.luthercrest.org/how-to-register.html and find the program that 
works for your kid(s).  

For information on camper-ships and questions, contact Carson at car-
son@lcc-wf.com.  

Leapers (3d-6th Grade) July 8th-13th  

Leap into summer camp with our most popular program! 

Leapers will enjoy all that Luther Crest has to offer by wor-

shiping, participating in Bible Study, swimming in Lake Car-

los, doing arts & crafts, exploring the Nature Room, meeting 

new friends, playing All Camp Games, team building on the 

Low Lands Challenge Course, and more!   

 

Witnesses (6th-9th Grade) July 8th-13th 

Be a witness to god's great love this summer!  Make mem-

ories with this classic camp experience as you worship with 

friends, zip line off the Tree Tops Challenge Course, swim in 

Lake Carlos, study the Bible, sing songs, do arts & crafts, 

cook outside and grow in faith! Together we will witness 

God's love through creation and community.  

Night Owl (6th-9th Grade) July 15th-20th 

Early bird gets the worm? Not this week! Join us for Night 

Owl Camp for a classic camp experience where days begin 

around 10am and end around 1am. Bring a flashlight and 

your glow-in-the-dark gear as we worship, study the Bible, 

play night games, sing around a campfire, challenge ourselves 

on the Tree Tops Challenge Course, swim and explore. 

 

Waterama (9th-12th Grade)  July 29th-August 3rd  

Do you swim like a fish? Do you have a sense of adventure? 

Do you prefer to be in the water? Then join us for a week 

of water fun! We'll immerse ourselves in our faith and in 

Lake Carlos! Learn how to wake-surf, wakeboard, tube, canoe 

and paddle on Stand-Up-Paddleboards. We'll spend a night 

camping out as we explore more water fun. 



 

 



 

 

Bible Study 
Date Night 

Friday, April 27th  

6:00-9:00pm 

 

Join us for an adult bible study on April 27th led by Pas-

tor Joel from 6:00 to 7:00pm while your kids eat at the 

church. Then, adults get to go out for a bite while the 

kids have fun with Chelsi and a few youth. Parents must 

be back by 9:00pm to pickup your kids.   

RSVP is required to chelsi@lcc-wf.com.  



 

 

PieceMaker Quilt Group  
  
 The Piecemaker quilt group consists of many dedicated women 
who meet every second & fourth Thursday of the month at 9:30am 
and the first Tuesday of the month at 6:30pm in the LCC Cross Way 
Center. One of our members did not know how to quilt and by the 
help of others, she quilted 5 of the quilts. So far, we have made 
over 100 quilts that have been presented to Anna Frissell who is the 
Executive Director of the Red River Children’s Advocacy Program. 
 
 If you would like to check out our organization and see what we 
do, please come. If you have a sewing machine or extra material, 
please consider donating this. 
 

 If you have any questions please contact Pat Maas at 
pkmaas@yahoo.com or call the church office at 701-282-0514 



 

 

 

PieceMaker Quilt Group 

The PieceMaker quilt group will be meeting April 3rd at 6:30pm & April 26th at 9:30am. We 
are currently making quilts for the Red River Children's Advocacy Program. Any questions, 
please email pkmaas@yahoo.com. All are welcome.   

                                                        Attention Amazon Shoppers! 
Support Lutheran Church of the Cross by shopping with Amazon Smile! Just enter "Lutheran 
Church of the Cross West Fargo“ as your charity prior to shopping. (Must check out through 
Amazon Smile) After that, Amazon donates 0.5% of all eligible purchases to the church! Use 
the link below to get connected.  

                                          https://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-0360370  

Coffee Bar 
Beanediction Coffee Bar is open! It is staffed by volunteers and we need lots more to 
keep it running. We have short 90-minute shifts for baristas and cashiers, plus you get a 
free coffee for working. Training only takes about 1 hour and we can work around your 
availability for day- or night-time sessions. No big commitments needed, just come check 
it out and see if it’s a way for you to serve LCC. If interested please e-mail the church 
office at office@lcc-wf.com http://signup.com/go/CnxnTuu 
                          

                                                            New Member Orientation 
Interested in becoming a member of LCC? Please join us on Wednesday, April 4th at 6:00pm 
or Sunday, April 8th at 10:10am in the Hospitality Room for our New Member Orientation! 
Email office@lcc-wf.com with any questions or to RSVP.  

Easter Sunrise Breakfast 
Join us for Easter Breakfast on Sunday, April 1st from 7:30-9:30am! Egg bakes, rolls, muffins, 
fruit, and (of course) hot coffee. Check the tables in the Cross Ways Center to see where you 
can help serve or bring food items. Any questions, please contact Chelsi at chelsi@lcc-wf.com 
or 701.282.0514.  

                                                                   Directory Update 
Easter Sunday from 7:30am-12pm & April 4th and 8th between worship there will be an op-
portunity take updated/new directory photos in the Cross Way Center. It only takes a few 
minutes, it costs you nothing! Pease contact the church office with any questions office@lcc-
wf.com or 701-282-0514 



 

 

JOYFUL WOMEN’S COFFEE HOUR 

Being part of the Joyful Women’s group at LCC is as easy as 1,2,3! 

1. Come to the next Joyful Women’s brunch at 9:30am on Thursday 
April 5 in the Hospitality Room 

2. Read Chapters 28 and 29 in The Story. There is a lot to read this 
month. 

3. Bring books or ideas of what you would like to read and study next so 
we can decide as soon as possible. 

Feel free to bring a guest. New members are always welcome! 

 

 
The next meeting of Novel Ideas will be Tuesday, April 24th in the church li-
brary at 7pm.   
 
Future Reads        
Apr. 24 Killers of the Flower Moon by David Grann   
 
Anyone is welcome to attend; even if you just want to come once in a while 
to enjoy the discussion of the book-of-the-month if that's what interests you.  

 RRR BOOK CLUB 
RRR Book Club meets on the second Thursday of the month at 1pm in the LCC Library. We dis-
cuss a variety of books. All are welcome! If you have any questions, feel free to contact Maxine 
Beseler at 701-400–7760 or maxbeseler@gmail.com.   
 
Upcoming reads are : 
April:    Fly a Little Higher by Laura Sobiech (Erlene Has) 
May:     Dinner with the Smileys by Sarah Smiley  (Erlene has) 
June:   The Hurricane Sisters by Dorothea Benton Frank 
July:     Love Saves the Day by Gwen Cooper (Erlene will pick up)               
August:   The Autumn Balloon by Kenny Porpora  (Erlene will pick up) 
September:    A Necessary End by Holly Brown (Erlene will pick up) 

NOVEL IDEAS 



 

 

Lutheran Church of the Cross 
1402 16th St E ~ West Fargo, ND 58078 

(701) 282-0514 

www.lcc-wf.com 

 

Contact Us: 

Pastor Joel Baranko: jbaranko@lcc-wf.com 

Sister Michelle Walka: michelle@lcc-wf.com 

Kylee Lisburg, Office Administrator: office@lcc-wf.com 

Chelsi Martian, Education Director: chelsi@lcc-wf.com 

Carson Jennings, Director of Youth Ministry: carson@lcc-wf.com 

Chad Svenby, Dir. of Music & Arts Ministry: csvenby@lcc-wf.com 

Maxine Beseler, Choir Director: maxbeseler@gmail.com 


