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December 2018 

12/2  Advent Festival 2pm 
12/6  Joyful Women’s Gathering 9:30am 
12/9  Church School Program 1:30 & 3:30pm 
12/12 Christmas Carol Festival 6:45pm 
12/13 RRR Readers 1pm 
12/16 Christmas Gala 5:30pm 
12/19 Travelers’ Christmas Eve 6:30pm 
12/24 Worship 2pm, 3:30pm, 5pm 
12/25 Worship (Lessons & Carols) 10am 
12/26 No Worship 
12/30 Worship 10am 

Weekly Activities  
Sundays:  Church School 9am and 10:10am, Worship 9am and 11am, Fellowship 
9:45am-11:00am 

Mondays: Bell Choir Rehearsal 6pm, Choir Rehearsal 7:15pm  

Tuesdays: Men’s Bible Study 6:30am, Yoga with Jessica 6:30pm 

Wednesdays:  Wednesday Meal 5:15pm-6:45pm, Church School 5:45pm and 
6:45pm, Worship 5:45pm and 6:45pm, Confirmation 7:30pm 

Thursdays: Bible Study with Pastor Megan 12:00pm 

December 

  Christmas Worship Schedule 
Traveler’s Christmas Eve: 6:30pm Wednesday Dec. 19th 
Christmas Eve: 2pm | 3:30pm | 5:00pm 
Christmas Day: 10am Lessons & Carols 
*Please note December Church School & Confirmation schedule on page  5 & 6 



 

 

Pastor’s Message 
 Over the last few weeks, as the holidays draw near, I’ve been thinking a lot 
about stories. Growing up,  my heart and soul were fed by a rich supply of stories—
stories told by my mother, father, even my little brother from time to time. Most of 
all, I cherished stories told by my grandparents.  
 Growing up right next door to them, I was blessed to hear so many stories. 
Stories of my great-grandparents and great-great grandparents, stories of the army 
and meeting grandma, of growing up on a farm, planting potatoes, hitching big draft 
horses up to the cart to go “into town,” and that one pig, aptly named Houdini, who 
would always find a way to escape his pen, no matter what lengths were taken to 
secure the gate and fence. I would sit for hours at their house, drinking tea and do-
ing the Bemidji Pioneer crossword puzzle while my grandpa regaled me with stories 
from across the length of his adventurous life. I came to realize, that not only were 
his stories insightful, exciting, and fun to listen to—they were also powerful.  Steadi-
ly, I began to see how tales of my family and ancestors enabled me to look beyond my little slice of life—to 
see the journey that I was on as connected to the paths of so many who had come before me. And to know, 
from a young age, that life is full of many seasons—seasons of joy, birth, hope, learning, aging, dreaming, 
loss, meetings, partings, and so much more.   
 My grandparents’ stories helped me understand myself as a small part of something beyond my 
imagination—one thread in a tapestry that extends back generations upon generations—across our nation 
and over the sea.  A rich web of voices, long gone, who came to life again whenever my grandpa told their 
stories.  That might be why, as an adult, I deeply value stories and, in a way, see them as sacred. Stories 
bring love to life within and around us.  Stories help us see ourselves as part of that love—extending back 
through ages.  
 Isn’t the same so true in the life of our faith? The Bible stories we hold as sacred, tie us to some-
thing so much larger and richer than we could ever imagine. Generations have read and found strength in 
these words. Generations have and continue to come together to worship a baby boy who brought a story 
into the world that would change everything, for every one of us. A story formed by and steeped in extraor-
dinary, earth-shaking, relentless, everlasting love.  
 Perhaps you can think of a Christmas past, when you’ve felt this love, generations deep. For me, it 
usually hits me, like clockwork, when we light candles and sing “Silent Night” on Christmas Eve.  I feel the 
love, of generations who have enacted this tradition for decades, who have shared this story of love with 
their children and their children’s children. I feel the power of a shared story, blooming from my memory 
and into reality once more. 
 During this holiday season, I pray you not only hear many stories from the ones you love, but know, 
you’re a part of the greatest story ever told. In all our seasons, wherever we are, wherever we go, His story 
of love is woven into who we are. It accompanies us through valleys and peaks—it settles about our shoul-
ders when we have too much to bear and walks beside us when we feel most alone. It is a tale of love that 
began when time began, that took on flesh and lived among us. It is a story we will tell again and again—it 
will last for generations after us. A story that is still being written and that we get to live by loving like Jesus.  
I am so thankful to be a little part of the story we are writing together at LCC, and for all of your stories that 
you’ve shared with me during my time here thus far. I pray that the story of Christ’s love brings you joy, 
peace, hope, and comfort during this holiday season and always.  
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
Pastor Megan  



 

 

President’s Corner 
 The holiday season is upon us and in my house, everyone knows that we 
have just said farewell to a favorite holiday of mine – Thanksgiving.  I love gath-
ering with family, enjoying quality time together that has no requirements or 
obligations.  Sure, there is the obligatory turkey dinner, pumpkin pie eating, and 
desire to have the football game on in the background of whatever we are doing 
but in addition to that we might be playing cards, spending time outdoors, or 
paging through retail ads planning the next morning’s attack!  To me, Thanksgiv-
ing is an opportunity to “just be” with our loved ones; a chance to remind our-
selves of the blessings God has bestowed on us. 
 
 With Thanksgiving in the rear-view mirror, the focus at my house often 
turns to the checklist of to do’s to be “ready” for Christmas.  Whether it is the shopping list, the gatherings 
to attend, the cards to address and mail, or the decorations that should really get up before December 23, 
it feels like there is always something more to do.  I wonder if this year, I could bring more of the calmness 
of Thanksgiving and that “just be” mentality along with me into December? Here’s hoping all of us can find 
a chance to “just be” in the joy that the promise of Christmas brings to us as Christians.      
 
Here is quick look at what has been keeping the LCC Council and church leaders busy with lately:       
 
 •Discussions continue on the cell phone tower project reviewing site drawings, contract reviews, 
   and additional logistical details.  
 •Grace Garden construction is in full swing.  Thank you for your continued patience and under
   standing as we worked with the contractors to ensure parking lot access and traffic is safe for  
   everyone.   
 •Preparation has begun for the church’s annual meeting in January along with transitions of  
   Executive Committee members.  These transitions typically take effect in February following the 
   congregation voting in late January/early February.  Stay tuned for more information. 
 •December is a busy month for our church staff.  The Christmas gala, Advent Festival, carol festival, 
   and church school programs along with additional preparations for Christmas services is a lot to 
   juggle in under a month’s time.  If you have an opportunity to do so, please take the time to thank 
   our wonderful clergy and staff for their hard work!    
 
 As we enter into the hustle and bustle that has become the Christmas season, may we all be re-
minded of the blessings of the seasons, the blessings of each other, and promise the Christ’s coming fulfills.  
 
Merry Christmas!  
God bless. 
 
Teresa M. Duffy 
LCC Church Council President 



 

 

Finance Report 

 Oct Actual Oct Budget  YTD Actual YTD Budget 

General Offering $47,330 $50,050  $456,893 $484,860 

Other income to general $401   $14,995  

General expenses $45,995 $48,282  $438,504 $499,766 

Mortgage Principal $2,210   $27,954  

Cash Flow -$474    $5,430   

      

Appeal Income $0   $27,523  

      

Borrowed from savings $7,000     

Borrowed from bank $0     

Paid back to savings $0     

Paid back to bank $0     

      

 Net amount owed savings $7,000  

 Net amount owed bank   $0  

 Net amount owed Fund Appeal $0  



 

 

Education & Family Ministries 

Church School Christmas  

Programs  

Sunday, December 9th  

1:30pm—Sunday Kids 

3:30pm—Wednesday Kids 

All Preschool—5th Grade students 

are a part of the Christmas Program! We will 

practice the entire program during Church 

School Opening on both Wednesday, De-

cember 5th and Sunday, December 9th.  

We will need Parents to help provide treats for 

Fellowship and help serve treats. If you would 

be willing to help in any way, check out the 

signup at  http://signup.com/go/HOUzGst 

 

Singing in Worship!  

The Church School kids will be singing in wor-

ship on Wednesday, November 28th and Sun-

day, December 2nd.  

 

Upcoming Lessons 

 Nov. 28th-Dec.9th: Advent & Christmas  

 Dec. 12th/16th: Class Christmas Celebrations 

 Jan.  6th/9th: Jesus’ Baptism  

 

Special Note… 

Wed. December 12th  

5:45pm: Class Parties and singing at 6:45 Worship.  

6:45pm: NO Class. Kids are encouraged to come 

sing at 6:45pm Worship.  

NO Church School 

December 19th-January 2nd 

See you on January 6th & 9th 

 

 Church School Supply Needs:  

 *Markers  *Packing Tape 

 *Construction Paper * Pens 

 *Pipe Cleaners (all colors)  

 

Advent Festival 
Sunday, December 2nd from 2-4pm 

This event is for all—families, couples, friends, fami-

ly, neighbors...ALL! Come and enjoy crafts, singing, 

Bingo, Lefse making (and tasting!), and a time of 

fellowship. The event is open house style, come 

and stay for as long or short as you want.  

 

 

Looking Ahead… 

Nov. 28th Wednesday Church School Sings  

Dec. 2nd Sun. Church School Sings @ 9 & 11am 

  Advent Festival 2:00-4:00pm  

Dec. 9th Church School Christmas Programs  

  Sunday Kids at 1:30pm  

  Wednesday Kids at 3:30pm 

Dec. 12th Wed. Church School Sings @ Carol Festival 

Dec. 19th-Jan 2nd No Church School 

Jan. 6th Sunday Church School Resumes  

Jan. 9th Wednesday Church School Resumes  

Feb. 1st Family Date Night  



 

 

Confirmation News 
 

6th-8th Grade Confirmation … 

Don’t forget to grab your Bible BEFORE you come to 
large group each Wednesday.  

 

9th Grade Confirmation… 

 9th Grade Retreat: The 9th Grade Retreat is 
Sunday, January 20th-Monday, January 21st. We 
will be heading to Luther Crest Bible Camp. Regis-
tration form and fee is due December 5th. For 
more information, please contact Chelsi (chelsi@lcc
-wf.com).  

 

Wednesday Meal Servers  

Please be here by 5:00pm to set-up and serve. Meal is 
served from 5:15-6:45pm.  

Nov. 28th: Devin E., Tony L, Landon T, Matthew M, 
Carson E 

Dec. 5th: Alexis B, Macy M, Harper S, Claire U, Bailey 
S, Madison S, Maya M 

Dec. 12th: Kaden B, Carter M, Taylor A, Hayle E  

Dec. 19th-Jan 2nd: No Meal  

Jan. 9th: Taylor C, Anna M, Oliva W, Ruby R, & Bailey 
S 

Jan. 16th: Jake B, JJ L, Tanner W, Riley Z, Tessa K, &  
Carson K 

 

 

Confirmation Schedule, Wednesday Meal Schedule, 
and event dates are on the Confirmation Board in the 

Cross Ways Center. If you have any questions about 
Confirmation, contact Pastor Megan or Chelsi Martian 

Upcoming Service Opportunities  

 Bell Ringing: Go to https://www.registertoring.com/
webpages/LocationSearch.aspx to get signed up.  

 Advent Festival:  Sunday, December 2nd from 
2:00-4:00pm to help with crafts, bingo, and other 
tasks. Let Chelsi know if you are able to help.  

 NDSU Meal: LCC is signed up to serve a meal to 
NDSU students at Crossroads Ministry Center on 
Sunday, December 2nd. We need 3-6 people to 
help prep and serve from 4:30-6:30pm. Please let 
Chelsi know if you are able to help.   

 Christmas Program: Sunday, December 2nd from 
1:45-2:45pm or 3:45-4:45pm to help serve treats 
and drinks and clean up after. Please let Chelsi 
know if you are able to help.  

 

Looking Ahead… 
Dec. 12th Christmas Carol Festival  

Dec. 19-Jan. 2nd No Confirmation Classes  

Jan. 9th Confirmation Resumes  

Jan. 20th-21st 9th Grade Retreat @ Luther Crest  



 

 

Sunday, December 2nd 

2:00-4:00 pm 

Come celebrate  
Advent with us!  

Friends, Family, Neighbors…  

ALL are welcome to this event. 
Ornament Making, Bingo, Cookie 
Decorating, Christmas Crafts...and 
MANY more activities! This is a FREE 

event. 



 

 

JOIN US FOR 

LCC’S  
CHRISTMAS CAROL FESTIVAL 

Wednesday, December 12th  
6:45pm 

A l l  a r e  w e l c o m e  t o  c o m e  
a n d  s i n g  a t  t h e  L C C   

C h r i s t m a s  C a r o l  F e s t i v a l !  
 

 T h e  C h o i r ,  B e l l  C h o i r ,  
W e d n e s d a y  B a n d ,  C h u r c h  

S c h o o l  k i d s ,  a n d  Y O U  
w i l l  l i f t  u p  o u r  v o i c e s  
i n  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
b i r t h  o f  J e s u s .  I t ’ s  a  

p e r f e c t  e v e n t  t o  i n v i t e  a  
f r i e n d  t o  c h u r c h .   



 

 

The Giving Tree Gift Tags are available in the  
Narthex. Please sign your name on the sheet and 

pickup an information sheet. 
Gifts are due back to LCC by Wed. December 13th. 

If you have any questions, 

please contact Chelsi at 

chelsi@lcc-wf.com 



 

 

Annual Christmas Gala  
Sunday, December 16th 

5:30pm social • 6:30pm dinner 

Come to LCC for an evening of joyful celebration in Jesus’ name! 
This special evening will feature fellowship, cocktails, hors d’oeu-
vres, entertainment, and a delectable dinner prepared by, LCC’s 
own, Chef John Holen and Angie VonBank. During the evening’s 

festivities, you are invited to bless your church with a special 
Christmas Love Offering as an expression of your gratitude to God 

for the mission of LCC. 

 

RSVP by December 10th to Kylee: 

Call 701.282.0514 

Email office@lcc-wf.com 

Make it an LCC DATE NIGHT! 

Childcare will be provided  

Invite your LCC Friends 

mailto:office@lcc-wf.com


 

 

LCC Takes Over FMSC! 
Jan. 31st-Feb. 2nd, Feed My Starving Children (FMSC) will be coming to the FM 
area for a Mobile Food Pack! FMSC is a fantastic organization that packs highly 
nutritious meals for children and families living in some of the poorest parts of 
the world. We are hoping to send 100 volunteers from LCC to pack meals dur-
ing this weekend. To fund the food pack, FMSC has contracted with several lo-
cal businesses in the area! If you eat at any of the businesses listed below dur-
ing these times, 20%  of your purchase  will go to FMSC;  all you have to do is 
show the flyer from the FMSC Facebook page!  (or a paper copy from the 
church)  https://www.facebook.com/FeedMyStarvingChildrenFargo/  

Location Date Time 

Granite City 
1636 42nd St. S. 

Sunday, Dec. 2nd 9am-9pm 

LCC has signed up for 75 spots on these two dates! This will 

be located at Scheels Arena 

Thursday, Jan. 31st from 4-6pm 

Saturday, Feb. 2nd from 8-10am 

If you’re interested in signing up for either of these times, 

contact Pastor Megan. Let’s feed some hungry kids!   



 

 

Friday, February 1st  

@ 6:00pm  



 

 



 

 

Piecemaker Quilt Group Piecemaker Quilt Group 

Looking for something to do?  
 

Want to learn a new craft? 
 

How about fellowship with the 
“Piecemakers” 

 We are a group that gets together 
on the 2nd & 4th Thursday at 9:30am 
& the 1st Tuesday at 6:30pm of each 
month to stitch, sew and have a few 
laughs. 

 All quilts are donated to the Red 
River Children’s Advocacy which are 
given to abused children ages 0-18 
years. 

 

Thanks to the generous donations from Cass County Electric, 
Thrivent Lutheran and the community all we do is donate 

our time. 

If interested, contact the church office or email 
pkmaas@yahoo.com 



 

 

Workshop Focus: 

Learn how to get rid of that Annoying Financial Stressor  

in your life so you can take control of your finances, once and for all.   
 

all things finance 
A workshop series designed to educate, empower, & inspire women in all things finance. 

 
 
 

presented by, 

 

Stephanie Lauritsen, Certified Financial Planner 

 

 

Monday, December 3rd 

4:00-5:00pm 

Lutheran Church of the Cross 

Hospitality Room (North side of building) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RSVP Required.   

Please watch the weekly email newsletter in November for registration details.   
 

 
Securities and Advisory Services offered through Geneos Wealth Management, Inc. 

Member FINRA/SIPC 

 



 

 

Family Fare Receipts  
We are getting closer to our goal!  Our current total 
for the Family Fare receipts is $123,461.  Drop off 
your receipts from your Thanksgiving dinner and 
Christmas baking in the box located in the Cross Way 
Center.  Thank you for your continued support for 
this program.  

PieceMaker Quilting Group  

The PieceMaker quilt group will be meeting December 4th at 6:30pm & December 6th 
and 20th at 9:30am. We are currently making quilts for the Red River Children's Advo-
cacy Program. Any questions, please email pkmaas@yahoo.com. All are welcome.    

                                                        Attention Amazon Shoppers! 
Support Lutheran Church of the Cross by shopping with Amazon Smile! Just enter 
"Lutheran Church of the Cross West Fargo“ as your charity prior to shopping. (Must 
check out through Amazon Smile) After that, Amazon donates 0.5% of all eligible pur-
chases to the church! Use the link below to get connected.  

                                          https://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-0360370  

Poinsettia Order Forms Due December 2nd 

We will be collecting order forms for poinsettias to be dis-
played in the sanctuary during the Advent and Christmas 
season. Order forms are available in the narthex and in 
the office. Plants are $10. 



 

 

JOYFUL WOMEN’S COFFEE HOUR 

News for Joyful Women of LCC 

The next gathering of Joyful Women will be Thursday, Dec. 6 at 
9:30am in the Hospitality Room. We will again be having our annual 
potluck brunch, so bring something yummy to share. NO BOOK STUDY 
THIS MONTH! Instead we will have some games, fun, and something 
spiritual too. We are also having an ornament exchange. If you would 
like to participate in the exchange bring and ornament costing $5 or 
less. All women of LCC are welcome to attend, come join us! 

 RRR BOOK CLUB 
RRR Book Club meets on the second Thursday of the month at 1pm in the LCC Library. 
We discuss a variety of books. All are welcome! If you have any questions, feel free to 
contact Maxine Beseler at 701-400–7760 or maxbeseler@gmail.com.   
 
Upcoming reads are : 
December:  The Memory Tree – Joseph Pittman 
January:   The Christmas Train – David Baldacci 
February:   Looking for Me – Beth Hoffman (Erlene has) 
March:  The Flight Attendant – Chris Bohjalian 
April:  Golden State – Michelle Richmond (Erlene has) 
May:  The Stars are Fire – Anita Shreve 
June:  Rust & Stardust – T. Greenwood 



 

 

Lutheran Church of the Cross 
1402 16th St E ~ West Fargo, ND 58078 

(701) 282-0514 

www.lcc-wf.com 

 

Contact Us: 

Pastor Joel Baranko: jbaranko@lcc-wf.com 

Pastor Megan Casper: mcasper@lcc-wf.com 

Intern Pastor Tifani Luschen: tifani@lcc-wf.com  

Kylee Lisburg, Office Administrator: office@lcc-wf.com 

Chelsi Martian, Education Director: chelsi@lcc-wf.com 

Carson Jennings, Director of Youth Ministry: carson@lcc-wf.com 

Chad Svenby, Dir. of Music & Arts Ministry: csvenby@lcc-wf.com 

Maxine Beseler, Choir Director: maxbeseler@gmail.com 

Sean Rebischke, Bell Choir Director: musichistorian30@hotmail.com 


