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Spring Music Festival
On Sunday, May 5th, only ONE worship service will be held at 10am. The service
will feature Adult Choir, Church School Singers, Bell Choir, Sunday Band, and
you! Fellowship brunch to follow at 11am. Make a joyful noise!
Summer Worship Schedule
Wednesday Worship 5:45pm (one service only starting May 15th)
Sunday Worship 10am (one service only starting May 26th)
The LCC office will be closed on Fridays during the summer (starting May 24th)

May
5/2
5/3
5/5

5/9
5/17
5/27
5/28

Joyful Women 9:30am
SoulCollage 6pm
Spring Music Festival 10am
Spring Brunch 11am
LCC Grief Group 6pm
RRR Readers 1pm
SoulCollage 6pm
LCC Office Closed
Novel Ideas 7pm

Weekly Activities
Sundays: Church School 9am and 10:10am, Worship 9am and 11am, Fellowship 9:45am-11:00am
Mondays: Bell Choir Rehearsal 6pm, Choir Rehearsal 7:15pm
Tuesdays: Men’s Bible Study 6:30am, Yoga with Jessica 6:30pm
Wednesdays: Wednesday Meal 5:15pm-6:45pm, Church School 5:45pm and 6:45pm, Worship 5:45pm and
6:45pm, Confirmation 7:30pm
Thursdays: Bible Study with Pastor Megan 12:00pm

Pastor’s Message
Hello beloved LCC family!
As I write this letter, the most enticing smells of Spring, yes SPRING, are filtering in
through my office window. When I’ve chatted with many of you before and after
worship over the last few months, we’ve all shared the same sentiment that this winter, for one reason or another, has been a hard one. Whether it’s we’ve been worn
down by endless shoveling, the constant grey skies and early darkness, persistent
illnesses, the anniversary of loved ones’ passing (or all the aching “firsts” that come
with a recent loss), that perpetual “busyness” of the school year, or caring for a relationship in family or friendship that requires more than we can give, I have felt there
are so many things and spaces in our lives that need Easter and need it desperately.
As the birds return and the grass greens, as the leaves unfurl and the ice melts, can’t
you feel something within you, waking up again? I’ve been thinking, lately, that there
is nothing like a long winter to make us appreciate the wondrous nature of Spring—
of the new life bursting forth all around us. However, the truth is, the resurrection
wasn’t first proclaimed amidst the lilies and in the sunshine of Easter morning. And it
wasn’t proclaimed to kings and queens—to the powerful and the mighty and those who had it all together. The
world-altering, life-shaking promise of new life was first heard, in the darkness of the dawn, at the doorway to a
tomb, to women that the Roman authorities considered beneath their notice. This promise was heard as the women were clutching the oils and spices of death in their hands, their heads bowed low with mourning and grief. This
promise was heard before the sun had risen, while fear and uncertainty raged, while many of Jesus’ other followers,
men and women alike, were hidden away, for fear they would be the next to be executed.
In short, this resurrection promise was one of the biggest surprises that God has ever wrought in all Creation. When
the darkness of death, the tomb, and our sin was most absolute—when human fear and brokenness crucified an innocent man—when the gravestone loomed large—this was when the resurrection was first proclaimed, to the most
unlikely hearers—on the most unlikely day, in a very unlikely way—by a heavenly messenger, seated beside some
neatly folded grave clothes.
2000 years later, I believe this resurrection promise waits for us still—not only when we’re surrounded by sunshine,
bird song, and the glorious signs of Spring—but when we, like the women, are most entrenched in our human sin,
fear, and brokenness—in the midst of a winter that feels unending. This surprising new life was born out of Christ’s
unending love for us—broken, fragile, imperfect us. It is this new life that is always and ever ours—and that blooms
for each of us, just as it did, for the first time all those years ago, from the deepest depths of the darkness within and
around us. From the depths of whatever tomb we find ourselves in, from the heartrending chasms of our loss, from
the echoing caverns of our sorrow, from the deepest waters of our souls—comes the first bright, shimmering shoots
of the unending Spring Christ promised for us from the Cross.
Christ’s resurrection was made and proclaimed for times such as these—for moments of great joy and heartbreaking
loss. For all the seasons we walk through in life, for every moment, from our first breath to our last, this resurrection
is not only our promise, but it’s our reality. It is our beginning and our end. It’s poured out abundantly, from a love
that cannot die. As a dear friend once told me, “Spring has never failed to come.” And this love will ever raise us—
again and again to new life in Christ. Thanks be to God! Alleluia!

Pastor Megan
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If you are interested in joining
the choir for the Festival,
please give a shout to Maxine
at maxbeseler@gmail.com
“Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; Break forth into joyous song and
sing praises.” (Ps 98)

Church School & Family Events
VBS 2019: ROAR

Singing in Worship!

The Sunday Church School kids will be singing

June 3rd-6th from

in worship on Sunday, May 5th (LCC Music Fes-

9:00am-12:00pm

tival). The Wednesday Church School kids will

Vacation Bible School is
right around the corner! All
Preschool (3+ years) to 4th Grade students
are invited to join in the fun! Be sure to register
by May 8th to be guaranteed a t-shirt.

be singing in worship on Wednesday, May 8th.

Last Days of Church School
Wednesday, May 8th & Sunday, May 12th

VBS Supply List:
*Dark colored Sharpies
VBS is run by amazing volunteers… we NEED *Packing Tape
YOU! Anyone (5th grade or older) is invited to *Sponge brushes
*Colorful duct tape
help be a small group leader, craft helper, or *clean plastic bottles (12-16 oz.) *Tin Cans
story leader. Let Chelsi know!

VBS Borrow List: (will return after June 6th)

*Throw Rugs

2019-20 Church School &
VBS Registration

*Baskets (small & large)

*Plastic Plants/Trees/Greenery

All currently enrolled Preschool4th Grade Students should have
Wed. May 8th & Sun. May 12th
received a letter and registration
Cost: $1 per rose OR $5 for 6 roses
forms in the mail the last week in
March! If we missed you (we’re so sorry!),
Sleeves and ribbon included (while supplies
please contact Chelsi! Extra forms are availa- last). All proceeds will support Education Minisble in the Cross Way Center or church website
tries at LCC.
(lcc-wf.com) With an ever growing Church
School program, we will do our best to honor
Looking Ahead…
first choice times.

Wooden Rose Sales

May 5th

Music Festival at 10:00am (ONE service)

May 8th

Last Wednesday Church School Night

Church School Offering
With the money the kids bring to Church
School, we were able to purchase food and
pack 183 Backpack Bags for students in our
area! Thank you for funding this project and
teaching your kids to give boldly for others!

Wed. Church School Sings
Wooden Rose Sales
H.S. Senior Blessing at 6:45pm
May 12th

Last Sunday Church School Morning
Wooden Rose Sales 10-11am
H.S. Senior Blessing at 11:00am

June 3rd-6th

VBS 2019: Roar! 9:00am-12:00pm

Confirmation News

Confirmation Update!

Wednesday Meal Servers

Please be here by 5:00pm to set-up and serve. Meal is Starting next fall, students will begin Confirmation
in 6th grade and be confirmed in the Fall of their
served from 5:15-6:45pm.
9th grade year, as opposed to the Fall of their
May 1st: Jackson S, Parker T, Hallie T, Katie S, Justin S 10th grade year. We are so excited to welcome
9th graders to come and have fun with us in High
May 8th: Avery H, Katlynn R, Margaux B, Owen P,
School Youth Group, as one way of continuing
Logan H, & Caitlyn S
their faith journey after Confirmation!

7th & 8th Small Group Worship Assistants


May 1st: Melissa E./Nicole S. & JJ Svenby



May 8th: Melissa E./Nicole S. & JJ Svenby

9th Grade Worship Readers & Prayer Leaders
May 1st: Kaitlynn Schaeffer & Volunteer Needed

Confirmation Registration for 20192020
As we wrap up the program year, we have started
prepping and planning for next year! We ask that
each current 6th and 7th grade students fill out a new
registration form. Please make sure to include a current and frequently read email address. This is our primary form of communication. Forms can be found in
the Cross Way Center or on the website (lcc-wf.com)

This means, this fall, we will be confirming two
classes of students, this year's 9th graders AND
this year's 8th graders. This transition year may
feel a little wonky at times for this year's 8th graders, but don't worry , we will give you all the information you need to know well in advance to make
this change as smooth and fruitful as possible!
This change to our program comes from hearing
feedback from students, guides, and parents--we
hear you and are so thankful for all the ways you
make Confirmation happen at LCC! We cannot
wait for another year of exploring all that it means
to live and love like Jesus with and for one another
on your student's Confirmation journey.
As always, if you have any questions, feedback, or
concerns, don't hesitate to reach out to me, or to
any one of us on staff! Stay tuned for more info!
May Christ's peace be with you always as the sunshine returns and summer begins!
Pastor Megan Casper
9th Grade Roadside Cleanup

Upcoming Service Opportunities




End of the Year Cleanup: Sorting supplies, cleaning whiteboards, and organizing! If you have time
in May and would like to help clean up, let Chelsi
know.
VBS Prep & Leaders: VBS is June 3rd-7th! We are
looking all types of volunteers! Also, we will be
prepping on Sunday, May 19th at 4:00pm. Prep
includes painting signs, sorting supplies, and making the big set!

Wednesday, May 8th our 9th Grade Students and
Guides will be heading out into the community to do
roadside clean-up along Veteran's Boulevard. Here are
a few important details for this night:


Be at church at 6:50pm and be ready to
leave church by 7:00pm.



Come ready to work! Wear closed-toe
shoes. Bring gloves, if desired.



Please complete the Veteran's Cleanup
Waiver.

Also, we would love a few extra adults to be present on
this night! If you are able to help out, please let us
know.

SoulCollage© Workshop Series
Hosted by LCC Women’s Ministry
Soul Collage© Workshop Part II, May 3rd, 6-9pm
During this second session we will dive deeper into the
SoulCollage process by creating cards that explore the myriad
of ways Jesus and the Holy Spirit accompany us on our journey through life and in faith. Trained SoulCollage Facilitator
Trish Tallakson will walk us through new ways to process the
cards we make that may open our eyes to new ways of seeing Christ’s presence in our
lives and God’s love surrounding us. Childcare will be
available. Suggested cost is $20. Scholarships available for
anyone who needs them. RSVP to Pastor Megan by April
30th to reserve your spot!

Soul Collage© Part III, May 17th, 6-9pm
In our final session of SoulCollage, trained facilitator Trish
Tallakson and Pastor Megan will teach participants how to
begin to read all the cards they’ve made as part of God’s
greater story in our lives. Even if you haven’t attended the
first two sessions, feel free to come out for this session, as we
will still be collaging new cards, processing
them together, and lifting one another up in
thanksgiving and prayer. If you sign up for all
three sessions, suggested cost is $50, or $35 for
two sessions, and $20 to attend this single session. Scholarships and childcare available! RSVP
to Pastor Megan by May 1st to reserve your spot!

Life Together:
LCC Grief Group
Sunday, May 5
(First Sunday of every month)
6pm-7:30pm– Hospitality Room
Hospitality Room

This is a time of fellowship, prayer, and
support for anyone experiencing grief and
loss.
Please contact Intern Pastor Tifani for more
information: tifani@lcc-wf.com or 701-282-0514

LCC In the Park
Wednesday
June 5th at 6:00pm
Join us at the North Shelter of
Elmwood Park (500 13th Ave W,
West Fargo) for fellowship, food,
and family fun!
We will gather at 5:00pm and eat
at 6:00pm.

Family Fare Receipts
We did it! We have reached our goal of $150,000 in Family
Fare receipts. We will receive $1000 that benefits youth
programming at LCC.
We are off to a good start with the next collection, with a
total of $11,171. Keep bringing in your receipts and putting
them in the collection box located in the Crossway Center. Thank you for your
continued support on this project. We couldn't have done it without you!
Need National Geographic Magazines
Pastor Megan is SO thankful for all the wonderful donations of magazines that
have been dropped off over the last few months. Now, she is on the hunt, specifically, for National Geographic magazines. If you have any you want to get rid of,
she will gladly take any and all of them off your hands! Thank you so much!
Attention Amazon Shoppers!
Support Lutheran Church of the Cross by shopping with Amazon Smile! Just enter
"Lutheran Church of the Cross" in West Fargo as your charity prior to shopping.
(Must check out through Amazon Smile) After that, Amazon donates 0.5% of all eligible purchases to the church! Click the link below to get connected.
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-0360370
PieceMaker Quilting Group
The PieceMaker quilt group will be meeting Tuesday, May 7th at 6:30pm. On May
9th and 23rd they will meet at 9:30am. We are currently making quilts for the
Red River Children's Advocacy Program. Any questions, please email
pkmaas@yahoo.com. All are welcome.

JOYFUL WOMEN’S COFFEE HOUR
News for Joyful Women of LCC
The next meeting of Joyful Women will be at 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, May 2. We
will finish 7 Life Lessons for Women with discussion of Chapter 7.

RRR BOOK CLUB
RRR Book Club meets on the second Thursday of the month at 1pm in the LCC Library. We discuss a variety of
books. All are welcome! If you have any questions, feel free to contact Maxine Beseler at 701-400–7760 or
maxbeseler@gmail.com.
Upcoming reads are :
May: The Stars are Fire – Anita Shreve
June: Rust & Stardust – T. Greenwood
July: Then & Always – Dani Atkins (Erlene has)
August: Tapestry of Fortunes – Elizabeth Berg (Erlene has)

NOVEL IDEAS
The next meeting of Novel Ideas will be Tuesday, May 28 in the church library at 7pm. We will
be discussing Wonder by R.J.Palacio
Future Reads
May 28
John McCain (with Mark Salter)
Faith of My Fathers
June 25
Kimberly Williams-Paisley
Where the Light Gets in
July 23
Kate Moore
The Radium Girls: The Dark Story of America’s Shining Women
Anyone is welcome to attend; even if you just want to come once in a while to enjoy the discussion of the book-of-the-month if that's what interests you.

Lutheran Church of the Cross
1402 16th St E ~ West Fargo, ND 58078
(701) 282-0514
www.lcc-wf.com

Contact Us:
Pastor Joel Baranko: jbaranko@lcc-wf.com
Pastor Megan Casper: mcasper@lcc-wf.com
Intern Pastor Tifani Luschen: tifani@lcc-wf.com
Kylee Lisburg, Office Administrator: office@lcc-wf.com
Chelsi Martian, Education Director: chelsi@lcc-wf.com
Carson Jennings, Director of Youth Ministry: carson@lcc-wf.com
Chad Svenby, Dir. of Music & Arts Ministry: csvenby@lcc-wf.com
Maxine Beseler, Choir Director: maxbeseler@gmail.com
Sean Rebischke, Bell Choir Director: musichistorian30@hotmail.com
Jakub Pasierb, Worship Accompanist

