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August 2019 

8/1  Book Study w/ Pastor Megan 6pm 
8/4  LCC Grief Group 6pm 
8/7  Men’s Garage 7pm 
8/8  RRR Readers 1pm 
8/12  Book Study w/ Pastor Megan 6pm 
8/13  YWCA Grand Opening Celebration 10am 
8/14  Baptism Class 7pm 
8/18  Baptism Class 11am 
8/21  Pre-Prayer for Schools 
8/26   SoulCollage Workshop 6pm 
8/27  Novel Ideas 7pm 

Weekly Activities  
Sundays:  Worship 10am  

Tuesdays: Yoga with Jessica 6:30pm 

Wednesdays:  Worship 5:45pm  
 

August 

  
2019-2020 Church School Registration  

Church School for Preschool—5th Grade is offered at 4 different times: 
Wednesday nights at 5:45 & 6:45pm and Sunday mornings at 9:00 & 
10:10am. Classes are filling fast, get registered today!   
Registration forms are available in the Cross Way Center, in the LCC 
Office, or on the website.  



 

 

Pastor’s Message 
 Dear beloved church,  

Grace and peace to you on this beautiful summer day! It’s hard to believe it’s already 
August and we will be gearing up for back-to-school and church programming in just a 
few short weeks.  
July 2nd marked the one year anniversary of my arrival at LCC—and thus, I’ve been 
doing a lot of reflecting on the past year and all the Spirit has led us to do together.  
When I first started at LCC, I couldn’t have imagined all the places and experiences 

this journey would bring. From our first Paint Your 
Heart Out Night in Women’s Ministry, to hosting the 
first Sixth Grade Bible event last fall, to being terrified 
by clowns at ValleyScare, to journeying as a congrega-
tion through the season of Advent and remembering 
all the ways we’re never alone—it’s truly been a holy, blessed journey---
and an honor.  

The Spring (or at least, what passes for Spring in North Dakota—i.e. subzero 
temps, freezing rain, and blizzards) brought more joys! In joy and awe I watched 
our Confirmation kids head out to complete service projects throughout the F-M 
area and learn about facing Fears during Lent. Women’s Ministry hosted our first 
Hot Pot Night and our first SoulCollage© workshop! The Grace Garden Leadership 

Team was formed and started campaigning to collect items for 
Welcome Home baskets, to which the congregation gloriously 
responded—bringing in loads of much needed cleaning and 
laundry supplies to warmly welcome our new neighbors.  Confirmation slowly wrapped 
up and the church hosted the First Annual Spring Music Festival with a 
delicious brunch and glorious song.  
In June, I experienced LCC in the Park for the first time and watched joy-
filled children and guides flood the church to proclaim “God is Good!” 

with excitement and gusto during VBS.  This week, we’ll be headed down to ValleyFair 
with another group of amazing LCC teens and preteens.  
Yes, this first year at LCC has been glorious—not only because of all we’ve done together, 
but because of all the ways Christ’s love has been revealed and shared through the doing. 
In my first year at LCC, I’ve seen the Holy Spirit alive and, truly, flourishing. In the singing 
of the choir, the worship bands, and the Church School, in the bustle of the kitchen on 
Wednesday nights, in the blessed conversations we’ve shared as I’ve gotten to know so many of you and 

your families, in Bible Studies, and Baptism Classes, in the bustle and laughter of 
Church School and Confirmation, in a multitude of ways—I’ve witnessed Christ’s 
love proclaimed, shared, and celebrated by everyone I’ve met. Living and loving 
like Jesus is just what we do—and even more than 
that, I’ve discovered during the last 391 days—It’s 
who we are.   

Thank you for the indescribable blessing of being your Associate Pastor. I 
can’t wait to see where the Spirit leads us in the year to come.  
May Christ’s Love and Peace ever guide us,  
 
Pastor Megan  



 

 

Finance Report 
 Update from the LCC Finance Board 

 

 Thank you to everyone for your ongoing generosity to support the mission and minis-
try at Lutheran Church of the Cross! The church finances continue to be in good shape 
through July this summer. We’re more than halfway through the year, and we have not had 
to borrow funds to meet our mission plan. This is the first time in at least 10 years the 
church has not needed to borrow in the summer months. This is in large part due to the 
regular and intentional offering so many households give through the offering plate and 
electronically. Thanks be to God for growing us in generosity! 

 

Again, thank you for your ongoing generosity to LCC. 

  

 

  

      

 June Actual June Budget  YTD Actual YTD Budget 

General Offer-
ing $35,136 $30,550  $305,766 $322,290 

Other income 
to general $2,190   $15,119  

General ex-
penses $46,246 $44,209  $333,795 $339,081 

Mortgage Prin-
cipal $2,265   $13,485  

Cash Flow -$11,185    -$26,395   

      



 

 

Want to hear about upcoming women’s events, 

Bible Studies, retreats, and other ministry oppor-

tunities? Sign  Up  for Pastor Megan’s Women’s 

Ministry email list! Email her at mcasper@lcc-

wf.com to get signed up!  

SoulCollage© Workshop,  

Theme—“Beginning a Journey”  

Monday, August 26th, 6-8pm,  

Hospitality Room  

Whether you’ve attended a workshop be-

fore, or you’re brand new, late summer is of-

ten a time for new beginnings—a new school year, new job, new routine, a 

fresh start! Come out for a night of reflection, fellowship, and fun as we create 

collages that explore what we hope for the academic year ahead. Childcare 

available upon request. Suggested donation $10 to cover cost of supplies. 

RSVP to Pastor Megan by August 10th to reserve your spot.   

 

LCC Women’s Ministry 

August Schedule 
Final Book Study Dates: 

All are welcome, even if you haven’t attended before! 

Location: Hospitality Room  

Thursday, August 1st, 6-8pm: Chapter 9, 10, 11 

Monday, August 12th, 6-8pm: Chapter 12 and Closing Ritual  



 

 



 

 

Looking for ways to Get Involved 

with Grace Garden? 

Come out to help set up the apartments to 

ensure they are move-in ready when families 

arrive!  

The YW really needs help on  

 August 30th, from 8-12pm & 12-5pm 

If you can help, go here to sign up for a time slot!  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805094fabad2aa0fa7-grace  

And a HUGE thank you to everyone 

who donated to the “Welcome 

Home”  baskets drive! Thanks to your 

donations, we’ll be able to give a 

warm welcome to all the families who 

will start to call Grace Garden home 

throughout the fall! Stay tuned for 

more ways to get involved!  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805094fabad2aa0fa7-grace


 

 

Church School @ LCC 

Preschool—5th Grade  

Fall Kick-off: Wed., Sept. 4th &   

Sun.,  Sept. 8th  

 

To Register, fill out a form found in the Cross 

Ways Center or on the website. Please note 

that class times (especially on Wednesdays) fill 

up quickly. First choice options may not be 

available, but we will do our best to accommo-

date your family.  

 

We Need YOU!  

Parents, older siblings, grandparents, and other 

caring adults play an important role in our 

Church School program. 

The Education Team would love to have TWO 

(or more) teachers for each class. Our hope is 

that this would allow for more flexibility in 

schedule and a deeper connection and sense 

of trust with the kids.  

If you are able to help in ANY way, please con-

tact Chelsi at chelsi@lcc-wf.com. AND check 

out our Church School Teacher needs on our 

signup page, https://signup.com/go/hgFsgQq. 

Church School Teacher Training & Orientation 

will be Tuesday, September 3rd at 6:30pm! 

 

 

Church School Supply Needs:  

*Markers (Biggest Need!)   

*Colored Pencils  *Dry Erasers  

*Glue Sticks & Bottles *Pens  

Education & Family Ministries 
6th, 7th, & 8th Grade  

Confirmation Families… 
Confirmation Orientation  

Wednesday, September 4th at 7:35pm  
What will we cover: calendar, what to expect, Confirmation 
folder, and more! All 6th graders will need a Lutheran Study 

Bible for the year. The cost is $20 per Bible. If you haven’t 
paid for yours yet, please do so! They have been ordered and 

will be ready by orientation night.  

 

Confirmation Guides!  
Attention parents of In-coming 6th Grade Confirma-
tion Students!  
We need your help! A crucial part of our Confirma-
tion program are the Confirmation Small Group 
Guides. This is a small time commitment that makes 
a HUGE impact for our students. Guides attend class 
with their group class and facilitate small group dis-
cussion. Sign up with another parent and alternate 
weeks! Contact P. Megan to sign up or for more in-
formation! mcasper@lcc-wf.com 

 

9th Grade Confirmation Parents… 
Watch your email and mail for information 

about Faith Interviews, Faith Papers, 9th Grade 
Retreat, and much more!!  

 
 
Looking Ahead… 

August  

Aug. 21 Pre-Prayer for Schools 

Aug. 28 Confirmation Guide Training @ 6:30pm 

September 

Sept. 3 Church School Teacher Training @ 6:30 

Sept. 4 Church School begins (5:45 & 6:45pm) 

  Confirmation Orientation at 7:35pm 

Sept. 10 Church School beings (9:00 & 10:10am)  

Sept. 20-22 Middle School Castaway  

Sept. 27-29  High School Castaway & 9th Gr. Re
  treat 

mailto:mcasper@lcc-wf.com


 

 

Fantastic Middle & High School 

Retreat Opportunity! 
Middle School Retreat:  

Grades 6-8th 

Fri, Sept. 20th, at 6pm 

thru Sun. Sept. 22nd, at 

10am 

High School Retreat:  

Grades 9-12th  

Fri., Sept. 27th, at 6pm 

thru Sun., Sept. 29th at 10 

am.  

Located at the Castaway 

Club, Detroit Lakes MN. 

Contact P. Megan for a 

registration form to reserve 

your spot! mcasper@lcc-

These fall retreats are for ALL youth in grades 6-12. The 

retreats will include, great food, games, beautiful na-

ture, 50 person hot tubs, and exploration of our theme:   

“endless love”  LCC believes this treat is such a fantas-

tic opportunity that we’ll pay HALF THE  RETREAT COST!  

Cost is now $70 per youth and covers all food, trans-

portation, linens, and programming.  



 

 

Attention all Incoming 9th and 10th grade 

Confirmation Students! 

Important Dates for the Fall:  

 

 

 

 

(9&10th grades) October 6th, 6pm, Dinner and Church 

We’ll cover everything you need to know for your Confirmation Day. 

Pasta bar, devotions, and time for questions. Bring a dessert to share!  

(9th graders )  October 17-18th, Confirmation Capstone Retreat 

Location: Canad Inn and Water Park, Grand Forks. Cost: $60/student. Fill 

out Registration form, turn fee and form in to Church Office.  

(9&10th grades) Various Dates, Pastor Interviews!  
Sign up here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805094FABAD2AA0FA7-pastor 

(9&10th grades) October 26th & 27, 1 & 3pm, Confirmation Day!! 
Four services, two days. Sign up for the time and date that works best for 
your family.  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805094fabad2aa0fa7-confirmation  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805094fabad2aa0fa7-confirmation


 

 

6:30pm  

WEDNESDAY 

August 21st 

Interested in being a Pre-Prayer Leader?   

 What do Prayer Leaders do? 

You (and a partner) simply show up at your assigned school, and read from the  Pre-
Prayer Script. No prep or planning required! We will be having a training meeting on 
Tuesday, August 20th at 6pm.  If you can help lead this special event, Contact Pastor Me-
gan (mcasper@lcc-wf.com)! Let’s show our love for our kids, teachers, and all school 

staff by showing up and surrounding them in prayer! 



 

 

Baptism Class Opportunities 
Whether you’re expecting a little one, adopting 

a little one, have never been baptized or are just 

interested in learning more about baptism—this 

class is for you!  

Two Opportunities:  

Wed. ,August 14th, 7-8pm 

Sun., August 18th, 11-12pm  

ALL are welcome to this 

time of fellowship and 

learning. We’ll have 

some snacks, have lots 

of time for questions, 

and most importantly, 

talk about these heal-

ing waters that wel-

come us into God’s 

love and family.  



 

 

Life Together: 

LCC Grief Group 
Sunday, August 4    

(First Sunday of every month) 

6pm-7:30pm– Hospitality Room 

Hospitality Room 

This is a time of fellowship, prayer, and  

support for anyone experiencing grief and 

loss.  

 

Please contact Intern Pastor Tifani for more  

information: tifani@lcc-wf.com or 701-282-0514 



 

 

Thanks to Ben Haug for constructing LCC’s 

new fire pit and benches for his Eagle Scout 

project.  

Ben is a member of Troop 246, sponsored by 

LCC. Well done, Ben! 



 

 

Family Fare Receipts 
We did it!  We have reached our goal of $150,000 in Family Fare 
receipts.  We will receive $1000 that benefits youth program-
ming at LCC. 
We are off to a good start with the next collection, with a total 
of $11,171.  Keep bringing in your receipts and putting them in 
the collection box located in the Crossway Center.   Thank you 

for your continued support on this project.  We couldn't have done it without you! 

PieceMaker Quilting Group  

The PieceMaker quilt group will be meeting Tuesday, August 6th at 6:30pm & August 
8th and 22nd they will meet at 9:30am. We are currently making quilts for the Red Riv-
er Children's Advocacy Program. Any questions, please email pkmaas@yahoo.com. All 
are welcome.    

Attention Amazon Shoppers! 
Support Lutheran Church of the Cross by shopping with Amazon Smile! Just enter 
"Lutheran Church of the Cross" in West Fargo as your charity prior to shopping. (Must 
check out through Amazon Smile) After that, Amazon donates 0.5% of all eligible pur-
chases to the church! Click the link below to get connected. 
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-0360370 

Men’s Garage 

Men’s Garage Night: 7pm on Wednesday, August 7th 

Bring your own chair and suds to the church garage to join the CIRCLE 
of WISDOM and solve some of the world’s problems. 



 

 

The next meeting of Novel Ideas will be Tuesday, Aug. 27 in the church li-
brary at 7pm.  We will be discussing  The Tattooist of Auschwitz  
 
Aug. 27 Heather Morris The Tattooist of Auschwitz 
Sept. 24 Allen Eskens           The Life We Bury 
Oct.28 (Air Museum for Author Discussion) 
   Keith O’Brien Fly Girls:  How Five Daring Women Defied 
All Odds & Made      Aviation History 
Nov. 19 David Faber  Because of Romek: A Holocaust Survivor’s Memoir 
 
 
Anyone is welcome to attend; even if you just want to come once in a while to enjoy the dis-
cussion of the book-of-the-month if that's what interests you.  

 RRR BOOK CLUB 
RRR Book Club meets on the second Thursday of the month at 1pm in the LCC Library. We dis-
cuss a variety of books. All are welcome! If you have any questions, feel free to contact Max-
ine Beseler at 701-400–7760 or maxbeseler@gmail.com.   
 
Upcoming reads are : 
August:  Tapestry of Fortunes – Elizabeth Berg (Erlene has) 
September – Kitchens of the Great Midwest – J. Ryan Stradal (Erlene has) 
October – 100 Days of Happiness – Fausto Brizzi (Erlene has) 
November – The Girl Who Slept with God - Val Brelinski (Erlene has) 
December – The Trouble with Christmas – Debbie Mason (Erlene has) 
January – The Proposal – Jasmine Guillory (available through Thriftbooks, etc.) 
February – Love with a Chance of Drowning – Torre DeRoche (Erlene has) 

NOVEL IDEAS 



 

 

Lutheran Church of the Cross 
1402 16th St E ~ West Fargo, ND 58078 

(701) 282-0514 

www.lcc-wf.com 

 

Contact Us: 

Pastor Joel Baranko: jbaranko@lcc-wf.com 

Pastor Megan Casper: mcasper@lcc-wf.com 

Intern Pastor Tifani Luschen: tifani@lcc-wf.com  

Kylee Lisburg, Office Administrator: office@lcc-wf.com 

Chelsi Martian, Education Director: chelsi@lcc-wf.com 

Chad Svenby, Dir. of Music & Arts Ministry: csvenby@lcc-wf.com 

Maxine Beseler, Choir Director: maxbeseler@gmail.com 

Sean Rebischke, Bell Choir Director: musichistorian30@hotmail.com 

Jakub Pasierb, Worship Accompanist 


