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The Mission Continues!  



 

 

Pastor’s Message 
 

Greetings, LCC Family & Friends! 
 What a strange couple of months we’ve just been through. The global health 
crisis has been jarring to be sure, but nothing can separate us from God’s love. God 
never wearies of giving us life and love, so no matter what is going on in our lives, Je-
sus is right there with us carrying our burdens and guiding our next steps. Let us all 
pay attention to where he will lead! 
 As we continue to monitor the active number of Covid cases in Cass County, 
LCC is taking steps for when worship will resume. The Church Council will have a digi-
tal meeting this month to establish guidelines for worship practices when you return 
to the LCC facility. We’ll make sure you all are informed about what to expect. In the 
meantime, we’ve had to make some changes to other ministry plans that happen around this time of year. 
 Vacation Bible School is cancelled for June and tentatively scheduled in August. We’ll have more 
certainty one way or another re VBS as the date approaches. Stay tuned on that front. The annual LCC in 
the Park picnic is cancelled for June. We have not rescheduled it as of yet, and we’ll pay attention to the 
distancing and gathering guidelines as the weeks/months of summer pass along. The middle school and 
high school youth mission trips are in a holding pattern as they discern an adjusted plan for learning, ser-
vice, and relationship building. This year’s summer trip to Lantern Hill will not be happening. While LCC is 
committed to supporting the feeding and education program on the ground there with a portion of your 
Give & Love like Jesus Campaign gifts, there is simply too much uncertainty and risk to plan to take a group 
to Mexico this summer. 
  While we’re on the subject of the Give & Love like Jesus Campaign, we’re in a holding pattern with 
our facility renovations. Our lender for construction funds put a “pause” on the financing we were looking 
to borrow to jumpstart the work that was to begin this month. In addition, the Renovations Team has been 
meeting behind the scenes working with our architect at Zerr Berg to fine-tune the plans and have us pre-
pared for when the work can begin. We do not yet have a timeline or a revised scope of work, but when 
that comes into focus, we’ll share everything with the congregation. 
 Finally, LCC has been coordinating with the YWCA and Great Plains Food Bank to launch an emer-
gency mobile food relief effort on the LCC property. Starting this Friday (May 15th) and running for 4 
weeks to start, we’ll begin distributing food through a pilot program supporting 50 families each week. A 
HUGE thank you to the West Fargo Baseball program for a significant financial gift to provide money for 
startup costs! A HUGE thank you to Boy Scout Troop 246 (right here at LCC) for making signage! A HUGE 
thank you to North Star Safety for donating parking cones to control traffic! A HUGE thank you to the lead-
ers at the YWCA and Great Plains Food Bank for their wisdom, guidance, and ongoing support! 
 And a HUGE thank you in advance for your volunteering and prayers! Watch for invitations to sign 
up for a time to pack food boxes each week. We’ve got plans for a family or other small group to success-
fully social distance while packing food on site each week. Details to come. 
 Our mantra around here is “on-site ministry is suspended, but the MISSION CONTINUES.” This has 
been guiding all of the church staff and other congregational leaders during the 2 months that have passed 
since we closed the building. The mission sure does continue, God never wearies of giving us life and love, 
and we have the duty and delight of bringing it to the world all around us. 
 I’m so grateful for you all, LCC family, for living & loving like Jesus no matter the roughness of the 
road. 
 
    Peace & Joy 
    PJ   



 

 

President’s Corner  
 LCC Family, 

The pandemic has altered how we go about the most basic aspect of our lives. Family, work, 
school, and church have all been impacted by the need to balance health and safety with our natu-
ral tendency to be social creatures, and of course the financial needs of living life in our nation.  
Our LCC family is no different. We have all witnessed a different spring of the church calendar 
year, and the liturgical and educational milestones that come with it.  Easter, confirmation, gradu-
ation, etc., while not missed, have all been different. And we feel this on a deep, sometimes sub-
conscious level.  The online worship and events hosted by our pastoral and lay staff have been 
amazing to witness, and critical in maintaining our connections to each other and our home. We 
know, however, that many of you are itching to get back together in person once more.  

To that end, the elected and staff leaders of LCC are working hard to stay up to speed on current 
guidance from local, state, and national medical experts. First and foremost on our minds is the 
health and safety of our membership. While restoring an on-campus worship community is a prior-
ity, designing how that will look when we reopen the building to hold service is of the utmost im-
portance. Needless to say, worship may look different than it did before as we create a safer form 
of normal. And while we have set a date to resume in-person worship on the 3rd and 7th of June, 
the final decision will be made based on the current medical situation in our community.   

Another concern for LCC is of course the fiscal reality that we, and many other organizations, now 
find ourselves in. While you, the membership of the church, have continued the tradition of being 
generous in your offerings, the current economic reality means that some decisions will have be 
made. The Give and Love Campaign Appeal, for example, has had to put a hold on the larger parts 
of our planned renovations. While you will likely not see major work done in our space this year, 
there are certain priorities we will continue to focus on in the near term, as things like new heating 
systems may not wait for a virus to abate. Additionally, the scope of the campaign may change to a 
longer term.  The bottom line is that we are dedicated to being careful financial stewards of the 
investment that we are all making in our community and building. 

We miss being in your presence and the thriving in-person worship community that we have at 
LCC. And it is with renewed commitment to serve you and the church that we pray for the Grace 
that is God’s love to continue to shine on everyone in and around our community. We are indeed 
#InThisTogether, and we all look forward to seeing you again soon.   

Peace, 

Patrick Sommer 

LCC Council President  



 

 

Finance Report 
 LCC Congregation, 

I hope this message finds everyone well during our unprecedented situation we are in.  The 
following is a summary of the financial picture of LCC during the Covid-19 shutdown.  Com-
ing into 2020, LCC had budgeted to be at $275,280 in total worship income YTD through 
April.  With the current situation and the physical closure of LCC, our actual YTD worship in-
come is $237,678.  Thanks to your generous financial support over the last few months, this 
budget shortfall is much lower than we predicted at the start of the pandemic.  Also, our 
YTD budgeted expenses were $232,080 and our current actual YTD expenses are $221,680.  
We have halted majority of expenses over the last two months with our physical separation, 
so we are under our budget.  Also, we did receive a payroll protection loan which has al-
lowed LCC to keep our staffing normal.  This was a huge plus for our congregation.    

Again, thanks to everyone who has contributed to LCC during this difficult time.  Our simply 
giving has increased tremendously over the last couple months, plus we have seen many 
gifts in the form of checks come into the church even though we have been closed.  All of 
this helps in our short-term situation, but also greatly impacts the healthy future of LCC.    

Thank you and stay well! 

Dan Christians, Treasurer 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Even in the midst of a global health 

pandemic, we gathered each week 

for Church School LIVE on Facebook. 

Thank you to all the families who 

joined in and made the whole experi-

ence amazing! Over the last 8+ weeks 

we’ve learned and explored stories 

like Daniel & the lion’s den, Jesus & the 

blind man, Moses, Lazarus, Palm Sun-

day, the Last Supper, Good Friday, the 

Empty Tomb, Doubting Thomas, the 

Road to Emmaus, Jonah, Lydia, The 

Good Shepherd, and God’s House. 

While the LIVEs have ended for the 

summer, I am looking forward to gath-

ering in person (hopefully) this Fall!  

Grace & Peace,  

Chelsi 

Out of the office: May 29th-July 27th 

I (Chelsi) will not be answering emails or 

voicemails during this time. However, if you are in 

need of help with anything, please contact Kylee 

Lisburg, LCC Office Administrator (offce@lcc-

wf.com).  

I hope to (actually) see you all in the Fall! I can’t 

wait to journey down another year of living & lov-

ing like Jesus!  

2020-2021 Church School 

Registration  

Registration is ONLINE!  

There are *NEW* Church 

School times!  

All currently enrolled Preschool-4th 

Grade Families should have received 

an email last week with information on 

how to register. If we missed you (we’re 

so sorry!), here’s the link to the email: 

https://conta.cc/3c04osI.  

Contact chelsi@lcc-wf.com with any 

questions. 

 

Thank you to ALL of the 

Church School Teach-

ers, Music Leaders, 

Confirmation Guides, 

and Education Volunteers! We are so 

thankful that you spent this past year 

sharing your faith with the kids of LCC!  

 

Vacation Bible School (VBS) is tentatively 

planned for Monday, August 10th—Thursday, 

August 13th. Due to the nature of prepara-

tions and gathering as a community, we will 

reassess these plans in mid-July. Watch for 

more  

Education Ministries @ LCC 



 

 

LCC Graduation Recognition  
  



 

 

 

Confirmation Registration for 2020-2021 is now open! 
We’re so excited to announce that Confirmation Registration for the upcoming Confirmation year is now available online. Follow 

the link below for a form that will walk you through the process for your family.  You can register more than one student during 

the process and payments may be made online or at a later date.   

We are so excited to welcome incoming 6th graders to the program; and to welcome back our incoming 7th and 8th graders! 

(Incoming 9th graders will begin receiving updates from Youth Director Halie about H.S. Youth Group starting this Fall!)  

If you have any questions about the forms, payment, or program, don’t hesitate to ask! Email me, Pastor Megan (mcasper@lcc-

wf.com) or Director of Christian Education, Chelsi (chelsi@lcc-wf.com), with any questions you may have.  

Access the Confirmation Registration Form here: 

https://www.cognitoforms.com/LutheranChurchOfTheCross/_20202021ConfirmationRegistrationForm  

Note: Confirmation is at Lutheran Church of the Cross (LCC) is a three year program that empowers students to dive deeper 

into their lives of faith—equipping them with experiences, relationships, and opportunities that will continue to foster a lifelong 

relationship with Jesus. We see the process of Confirmation as an experience where teens think critically about their and make it 

their own—through study, service, and of course, fun! Confirmation is offered at 7:35 pm on Wednesdays from September 

through mid-May. The cost of Confirmation is $35 per Confirmand to cover cost of supplies, curriculum, and other expenses dur-

ing the year. In addition, 6th graders will need a Lutheran Study Bible at a cost of $20. No family will be turned away due to fi-

nances; scholarships are available. 

For more Confirmation updates, resources, devotions and monthly service project challeng-

es, Confirmation families are also invited to join the LCC Confirmation Facebook Page! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConfirmationLCC/  

https://www.cognitoforms.com/LutheranChurchOfTheCross/_20202021ConfirmationRegistrationForm
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ConfirmationLCC/


 

 

 

Women’s Ministry @LCC continues online for the moment.  

Tuesdays at 7pm: tune in via Zoom for Book Study—we’re currently working 

our way through Shauna Niequist’s inspiring book “ Present Over Perfect.”  

Thursdays at Noon: tune in via Zoom for Bible Study. We’re currently walking 

through the Gospel of John.  

Throughout the summer: stay tuned for more ways to stay connected, build 

supportive, loving community, and to grow in faith together through both 

(hopefully!) onsite, and digital opportunities.  

To get connected with Women’s Ministry or to receive weekly Zoom links for the 

Bible and Book Studies,  sign up for Pastor Megan’s email list (mcasper@lcc-

wf.com) or join our Women’s Ministry@LCC Facebook page!   

Simply click here to get connected via Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/

groups/LCCWomensMinistry  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/LCCWomensMinistry
https://www.facebook.com/groups/LCCWomensMinistry


 

 

Lutheran Church of the Cross 
1402 16th St E ~ West Fargo, ND 58078 

(701) 282-0514 

www.lcc-wf.com 

 

Contact Us: 

Pastor Joel Baranko: jbaranko@lcc-wf.com 

Pastor Megan Casper: mcasper@lcc-wf.com 

Intern Pastor Tifani Luschen: tifani@lcc-wf.com  

Kylee Lisburg, Office Administrator: office@lcc-wf.com 

Chelsi Martian, Education Director: chelsi@lcc-wf.com 

Halie Van Vleet, Youth Ministry: halie@lcc-wf.com 

Chad Svenby, Dir. of Music & Arts Ministry: csvenby@lcc-wf.com 

Maxine Beseler, Choir Director: maxbeseler@gmail.com 

Sean Rebischke, Bell Choir Director: musichistorian30@hotmail.com 

Jakub Pasierb, Worship Accompanist 


