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Welcome to Lutheran Church of the Cross 
“Live and Love Like Jesus” 

 
 

GATHERING SONGS 

 
God of Wonders 
Lord of all creation, of the water, earth and sky 
The heavens are your tabernacle, glory to the Lord on high 
God of wonders, beyond our galaxy 
You are holy, holy 
The universe declares your majesty 
You are holy, holy 
Lord of heaven and earth, Lord of heaven and earth 
 
Early in the morning, I will celebrate the light 
And when I stumble into darkness, I will call your name by night 
God of wonders, beyond our galaxy 
You are holy, holy 
The universe declares your majesty 
You are holy, holy 
Lord of heaven and earth, Lord of heaven and earth 
 
Hallelujah to the Lord of heaven and earth (3x) 
 
Chorus: God of wonders, beyond our galaxy 
You are holy, holy 
The universe declares your majesty 
You are holy, holy 
Lord of heaven and earth, Lord of heaven and earth 
 
Hallelujah (Your Love Makes Me Sing) 
Your love is amazing, steady and unchanging 
Your love is a mountain firm beneath my feet 
Your love is a mystery, how you gently lift me 
When I am surrounded, your love carries me 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah…your love makes me sing (2x) 
 
Your love is surprising, I can feel it rising 
All the joy that's growing deep inside of me 
Everytime I see you, all your goodness shines through 
I can feel this God song rising up in me 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah…your love makes me sing (2x) 
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WELCOME 
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
 whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
 whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Reconciling God, 
C: We confess that we do not trust your abundance, 
 and we deny your presence in our lives. 
 We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. 
 We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
 We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
 We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. 
 We sin in thought, word, and deed. 
 By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; 

and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. 
Amen. 

 

P: Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy 
we have peace with God through + Christ Jesus, 
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 
Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. 
For hope does not disappoint, 
because God's love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE     “Rise up”        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help 
us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
WORD 
Romans 8:1-11 
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has done 
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement of 
the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 
5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those 
who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the 
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flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is 
set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, and those 
who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone 
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the 
body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to 
your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

PSALM 
You visit the earth and water it, you greatly enrich it; 
the river of God is full of water; 
you provide the people with grain, for so you have prepared it. 
You water its furrows abundantly, settling its ridges, 
softening it with showers, and blessing its growth. 
You crown the year with your bounty; 
your wagon tracks overflow with richness. 
The pastures of the wilderness overflow, 
the hills gird themselves with joy, 
The meadows clothe themselves with flocks, 
the valleys deck themselves with grain, 
they shout and sing together for joy. 
 
Gospel 
 Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23   

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered 
around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 
beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 
sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other 
seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 
since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had 
no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 
them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 
some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!” 
“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not 
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was 
sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word 
and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a 
while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately 
falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the 
cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what 
was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed 
bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
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SERMON 
 
SONG OF THE DAY 
 
For the Beauty Of the Earth 
For the beauty of the earth, for the beauty of the skies 
For the love which from our birth over and around us lies 
Christ our God, to thee we raise this our sacrifice of praise 
 
For the wonder of each hour, of the day and of the night  
Hill and vale and tree and flower, sun and moon and stars of light 
Christ our God, to thee we raise this our sacrifice of praise 
 
For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s delight 
For the mystic harmony linking sense to sound and sight 
Christ our God, to thee we raise this our sacrifice of praise 
 
For the joy of human love; brother, sister, parent, child 
Friends on earth and friends above; for all gentle thoughts and mild 
Christ our God, to thee we raise this our sacrifice of praise 
 
For each perfect gift of thine, peace on earth and joy in heav’n 
For thyself best gift divine, to our world do freely giv’n 
Christ our God, to thee we raise this our sacrifice of praise 
 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven,    
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE WITH SUNG RESPONSE:    
 
SUNG:  “We pray for your love…we pray for your mercy…together as one, we pray.” 

 

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
OFFERING 
Beautiful Things 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
All:  Our father who art in heaven 
  hallowed be Thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread, 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, 
  the power and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
SENDING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING   

P: God, the creator, + Jesus, the Christ, 
 and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
 bless you and keep you in eternal love. 
C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG 
Soon and Very Soon 
Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King (3x) 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, we’re goin’ to see the King 
 
No more cryin’ there we are goin’ to see the King (3x) 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, we’re goin’ to see the King 
 
No more dyin’ there we are goin’ to see the King (3x) 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, we’re goin’ to see the King 
 
Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King (3x) 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, we’re goin’ to see the King 
 
DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Christ is with you. Live and love like Jesus.   
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

 
Music used by permission. OneLicense # A-721898 CCLI  #2366973 


