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The way of the Lord! 
 I believe God is always calling us, leading us, urging us to seek the way 
of the Lord, a path God puts before us that is holy, good, gracious, and ful-
filling. God has placed a path before you too this very day. No matter the cir-
cumstances you are living with, no matter the obstacles, no matter the uncer-
tainty, I believe this in my bones… there’s always a sacred path waiting to be 
discovered. 
 Have you discovered the sacred path before? I’d love to hear about it. 
Can you sense what it is for you today? I’d love to hear from you too. Sharing 
the stories of walking in the way of the Lord is what it means to be evangelical, 
speaking the good news that God has been, is, and will always be up to some-
thing in all of our lives. When we hear these stories of others walking in God’s way, we are encour-
aged and strengthened to take those steps ourselves. It’s one of the ways God multiplies faith and 
hope and life, through the stories we tell of seeking God’s way and following it. 
 God has is always putting a path before us as a community too. As members of LCC, we seek 
where God is calling us together. I’m beginning to sense (if that’s the right word!) one of the paths 
God is opening to LCC is to be a beacon of light for those experiencing hunger, or as it is more accu-
rately named these days, as food insecurity. The sheer numbers of our very nearly impromptu warm
-weather pop-up food pantry this summer are astounding. Over the course of 8 sessions, 200 volun-
teer hours contributed to feeding 518 families (957 adults (253 of whom are seniors) and 605 chil-
dren) for a total of 1,562 people. We served nearly 26,000lbs of food! 
 “Do you love me?” the risen Jesus asked Peter. “Feed my sheep,” Jesus said. We have the 
will, the garage space to renovate, the know-how, the community partners, the command of Jesus, 
and the need has been proven. I will be asking each of our congregational ministry and leadership 
teams to advance this mission. Due to the pandemic, so many of our Give & Love like Jesus Cam-
paign plans have been altered or paused, I believe it’s an opportune time to move the food ministry 
to the forefront of our attention. By completing a renovation of the garage into a permanent food 
pantry, LCC will serve untold numbers of individuals and families for decades to come. 
 We still continue to pursue grant funding to move the project forward, but God may be call-
ing us to put forward the funding from our own membership. Please join with me in praying for the 
Spirit to lead us in the sacred way of the Lord! 
 
 In other news, the mechanical systems renovation is moving ahead full throttle. New gas 
heating systems are currently in operation in the Fellowship Hall, and the new systems for the Cross 
Way Center area were delivered on-site this morning. There is still a month or more of work to be 
completed, but we should begin to see efficiencies in heating and savings on our expenses immedi-
ately. Thank you for your ongoing generosity to modernize these critical systems in the LCC facility. 
 
 Finally, if you are like me and are longing for communion, please see the announcement and 
signup later in this newsletter for private communion starting in November. 
 
Peace & Joy, 
PJ 

Pastor’s Message 



 

 

LCC Family, 
 
Greetings, and may God’s light and grace continue to shine out to you.  
 
As we deal with the ongoing local impact of the global COVID-19 pandemic, we want all of you to know that the 
LCC Council continues to strive to take a proactive stance towards congregational safety while also helping to 
maintain a spiritual base. We have recommended the adoption of a COVID Decision Tree earlier this summer, 
which has helped shaped steps taken as the situation on the ground has changed.  Most recently, as the State of 
North Dakota moved Cass County into the High, or “Orange” Risk level, we backed the change to limit in-
sanctuary attendance to 50 persons, and educational instruction to strictly online. With continued high numbers 
of cases in Cass County, we may at some point in the future recommend that we do in fact move to an all on-line 
environment, even if North Dakota hesitates in moving the dial to Critical, or “Red.”    
 
The online worship environment has been new territory for LCC, but one that has expanded member options and 
increased exposure to new audiences.  Speaking personally, my goal for attending a worship service in person is 
normally to engage with the local community, and to learn something about the history, current affairs, and spir-
itual aspects of the broader church. Where do I feel most spiritual, however? My most direct connection to God? 
Not always in the confines of the walls of LCC. When I am on a hiking trail along a wooded stream. Or on vacation 
in the Rocky Mountains, with turquoise glacial lakes below me.  Or stepping out in the crisp fall air, looking up 
towards the heavens from my driveway and seeing Orion the Hunter shining in front of me, crimson Mars to my 
right, and bright, beautiful Venus to my left. Those places, and others like them, are where I typically feel my 
deepest connection with our Creator and the rest of God’s creation. My point is that while I have missed the com-
munity of church in person, the singing, the chatting with acquaintances, and perhaps most critically Beanedic-
tion, the ability to jump onto a feed and watch and partake is a strong comfort, and doesn’t diminish my connec-
tion with my spiritual self. This virtual connection is one that I know many, many others have also participated in.  
Even when COVID loosens its reins on us, that ability to reach out to the LCC flock, far and wide via the internet, 
will remain a part of our spiritual toolkit.   
 
In other news, work has commenced, and is nearly done, on a critical phase of renovations.  Council approved 
moving forward with furnace replacement and HVAC work in the Fellowship Hall and Office areas on the south 
side of LCC earlier this fall. Pastor Joel was able to secure a state grant for a portion of this, since it involves up-
grading filtration equipment. That, combined with your continuing generosity, is allowing us to complete this vital 
aspect of our long term campaign goals prior to winter fully setting in. On that note, your giving and support of 
LCC throughout the pandemic has been truly amazing.  Without it, our dedicated staff, who are focused on 
meeting the challenges of serving an expanded community in new and innovative ways, would not be continuing 
to function at the high level that they are. Thank you, from the bottom of our hearts. 
 
Lastly, January is coming up fast.  We will be making plans for Church Meetings and Elections that will likely look a 
little different this year. Stay tuned, and if you are interested in serving LCC on a committee or as an officer on 
Council, please reach out to anyone currently service, or Pastor Joel and Pastor Megan.   
 
May you continue to stay healthy, and live and love like Jesus, as we head into winter.   
 
Peace, 
 
Patrick Sommer 
LCC Council President     
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Hello LCC Congregation, 
 
I hope this message finds everyone well.  Below is an update on the financial position of LCC going into No-
vember.  Coming into 2020, LCC had budgeted to be at $486,650 in total worship income YTD through Sep-
tember.  Thanks to your generous financial support over the last few difficult months, LCC’s current YTD wor-
ship income is $464,935.68.  The increase in Simply Giving and overall financial contributions have been 
wonderful.  Our simply giving in September is 1.25 times the amount we budgeted for the month coming in-
to 2020!  Looking at our expenses, we budgeted to be $508,785.00 through September and our current actu-
al YTD expenses are $472,380.27.  Majority of expenses are still low due to our lack of in person services.   
 
Some great news is that the payroll protection loan we received, has been forgiven!  This helps the church 
greatly covering the down months from the summer.   
 
We are currently in the process of starting the HVAC work in the church.  Although the pledges from our 
campaign exceed these costs of our HVAC work, the amount of campaign gifts received so far do not com-
pletely cover the estimate for this HVAC work.  The finance team is finalizing a loan from Thrivent to help 
cover the costs of this work until the pledged dollars from the campaign come in.   
Another bright note is the church received a safety grant that will help cover some costs of the HVAC work 
since we are bringing in fresh air to the building.  This is a great help financially and is great for everyone 
breathing air in the building! 
 
Thank you very much to everyone for contributing to LCC.  Your generosity helps in our short-term situation, 
but also greatly impacts the healthy future of LCC.    
Thank you all and stay well! 
 
 
Dan Christians, Treasurer 

Finance Report 

      

General Funds      

 

September 
Actual 

September 
Budget  YTD Actual YTD Budget 

Worship Offering $47,082 $50,880  $464,936 $486,650 

Other Income $2,330 $3,630  $16,425 $26,370 

Operation Expenses $48,882 $55,227  $472,380 $508,785 

Cash Flow $530    $8,980   

      

      

Designated Funds      

 

September 
Income 

September 
Expense   YTD Income YTD Expenses 

Mission  $              401       $            5,379   $               4,484  

Activities  $              300       $          19,315   $            10,976  

Coffee Bar  $                  -     $                   -       $            1,759   $                  481  

Facility  $                  -         $                    -     $                      -    

Foundation  $                  -     $                   -       $                    -     $                      -    

Give & Love Campaign  $        16,610   $           1,714     $        108,294   $            39,497  



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Church School & Family 
FIRST Virtual 

Church School 

Theme:  

Compassion 
Camp  

starts Oct. 28th/Nov. 1st 

 

**Compassion Camp Supply 

Kits were dropped off the week of October 26th. If your child did not 

receive one, let Chelsi know and we’ll be sure to get one to your stu-

dent!  

VIRTUAL Church School Information 

 Families can  join ANY ZOOM on Wednes-

days or Sundays.  

 Church School Times:  

 Wednesday 4:30pm: 3rd, 4th, & 5th Gr.  

 Wednesday 5:45& 6:45pm for Preschool 

through 5th Grade 

 Sunday 9:00 & 10:30am for Preschool through 

5th Grade  

 Zoom Link/Meeting ID will be the same 

each week. Email Chelsi at chelsi@lcc-

wf.com for the link/meeting id.  

 If you have ANY questions, please ask! Your 

questions and comments are helping us 

shape this very unusual year of Church 

School. 

   

We Need YOU!  

Parents, older siblings, grandparents, and other 

caring adults play an important role in our 

Church School program.  This year we are look-

ing for “Breakout Room Leaders.” These volun-

teers will facilitate conversations with an age 

group. NO prep work, NO knowledge needed, 

JUST a willingness to be present and have con-

versations with kids!  

 

Preschool & Third Grade Bibles  

Do you have a to Church School Preschool 

and/or Third Grade student? Have they re-

ceived a Bible from LCC?  

 If not, let Chelsi know! We want all 

of our Church School kids to have 

a Bible in their home :)  

 

Looking Ahead… 

November  

Nov. 25th  No Church School (Thanksgiving Break)  

Nov. 29th No Church School (Thanksgiving Break) 

                                            Advent 

Festival @  Home  
 

Church School  
Christmas Program….Kinda, Sorta! 

 

Watch for information on creative, fun, & family 

friendly alternatives to our traditional in-person 

December events!  



 

 

 

Confirmation News 
6th, 7th, & 8th Grade Confirmation Families… 

VIRTUAL Confirmation will be on ZOOM. If you have ANY questions, please ask! (chelsi@lcc-wf.com) 

Upcoming Confirmation Schedule:  

Nov. 4th 8th Grade: Large Group with LCC Staff 

  6th & 7th Grade: Small Group with Guides  

Nov. 11th 6th Grade: Large Group with LCC Staff 

  7th & 8th Grade: Small Group with Guides  

Nov. 18th 7th Grade: Large Group with LCC Staff 

  6th & 8th Grade: Small Group with Guides 

Nov. 25th  No Confirmation (Thanksgiving Break)  

Dec. 2nd 8th Grade: Large Group with LCC Staff 

  6th & 7th Grade: Small Group with Guides  

 

8th Grade Prayer Leaders & Readers **Note: Worship Time Change to 5:45pm! 

All students are assigned one reading spot for the Wed. 5:45pm worship service. If students are unable to read 
on their assigned date, it is their responsibility to let the church know as soon as possible. Readings/prayers will 
be sent to your parents’/family’s email on the Monday or Tuesday of the week you’re assigned to read.  

Nov. 4th Olivia Wimer & Karli Van Vleet  

Nov. 11th Jackson Selk & Rylee Larsen 

Nov. 18th  Presley Tveter & Evan Peterson  

Nov. 25th  No Prayer Leaders/Readers (Thanksgiving Break)  



 

 



 

 

Sign up for a time to celebrate  

the Lord’s Supper by household group 

 privately with Pastor Joel in the Sanctuary at 

LCC.  

Sign Up Link 
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040a4caaab2ca2f58-private 

Questions, shout to PJ at 

jbaranko@lcc-wf.com  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4caaab2ca2f58-private
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4caaab2ca2f58-private
mailto:jbaranko@lcc-wf.com


 

 



 

 

 

 

Attention Amazon Shoppers! 
Support Lutheran Church of the Cross by shopping with Amazon Smile! Just enter 
"Lutheran Church of the Cross" in West Fargo as your charity prior to shopping. (Must 
check out through Amazon Smile) After that, Amazon donates 0.5% of all eligible pur-
chases to the church! Click the link below to get connected. 
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-0360370 

 Family Fare Receipts 

We continue to collect Family Fare receipts.  Our goal is 
$150,000 in receipts; in return, we receive $1000 that is used 
for youth programming at LCC.  

Our current total is $80,419.  Please drop off your receipts in 
the collection box located in the Cross Way Center or mail 
them to the church office.  Thanks for your support on this 
project! 



 

 

RRR Book Club 
RRR (Red River Readers) meets on the second Thursday of each month at 1:00 PM.   
In November we will be meeting in Katherine S’s garage. If anyone is new to RRR, please 
contact me at maxbeseler@gmail.com for Katherine’s address.  
 
November – Dodgers: The Novel – Bill Beverly (Erlene has) 
December – The Trouble with Christmas – Debbie Mason (Erlene has) 
January – The Rumor – Lesley Kara 
February – The Book of Polly – Kathy Hepinstall  (Erlene has) 
March – Glitter & Glue – Kelly Corrigan 
April – Whispering Pines – Kimberly Diede 
May – Saving Cee Cee Honeycutt – Beth Hoffman 
June – The Book of Longings – Sue Monk Kidd 
July – What Alice Forgot – Liane Moriarty 
         
       
Please come with suggestions for future reads to the meeting.  If you are interested in 
participating in RRR, please contact Maxine Beseler (maxbeseler@gmail.com) so that 
you can be added to the list.  All are welcome! 

Novel Ideas  
The 11/24 Novel Ideas Book Club is reading  Cilka's Journey by Heather Moore. Due to 
COVID, the discussion location has not been determined.  Future books have not been 
determined. 
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Contact Us: 

Pastor Joel Baranko: jbaranko@lcc-wf.com 

Pastor Megan Casper: mcasper@lcc-wf.com 

Kylee Lisburg, Office Administrator: office@lcc-wf.com 

Chelsi Martian, Education Director: chelsi@lcc-wf.com 

Halie Van Vleet, Youth Ministry: halie@lcc-wf.com 

Chad Svenby, Dir. of Music & Arts Ministry: csvenby@lcc-wf.com 

Maxine Beseler, Choir Director: maxbeseler@gmail.com 

Sean Rebischke, Bell Choir Director: musichistorian30@hotmail.com 

Jakub Pasierb, Worship Accompanist 


