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Digital Ministry Options will be available at
www.lcc-wf.com or LCC’s Facebook Page!

Pastor’s Message
Warm Greetings and Peace,
Thank you for taking a few moments to connect with your church. I want to
begin by saying, I miss you. I miss gathering with the LCC family on a regular basis. I
miss the pre-worship greetings and banter. I miss catching up over coffee and a donut
on Sundays. I miss the hurried pizza suppers and chaos of Wednesday nights. I deeply
miss serving and sharing communion. I miss hearing the choir, bells, children singing,
and all voices as one offering the Lord’s Prayer.
The pandemic has changed so many of our regular rhythms, so I totally get it if
you’ve been away these months. I don’t want you to feel guilty or bad, I simply want
you to know, you are missed. You matter to me and the LCC family. I long for when
we are all back together.
I’m grateful for the ways you are caring for each other and the world even while we’ve been apart. By
your prayers, notes of encouragement, gifts of money, and other dedication to your faith and church, you
continue to live and love like Jesus in the community and world. Baptisms, communion, funerals, worship
both in-person and online, church school, confirmation all continue. Service and love for our neighbors at
Grace Garden continue. Financial support to the children and families at Lantern Hill in Mexico continues.
Because of you, we served over 55,000lbs of food to individuals and families experiencing food insecurity
this summer. Together or apart, LCC is a force for love and compassion. I’m deeply grateful for you and the
mission we share.
A big question for this Christmas season is worship. To keep attendance at 50 or fewer in each service, we’re asking everyone to sign-up in advance for a date, time, and space. You can sign-up at Christmas
Worship or by calling in. On Christmas Eve, services will be held concurrently in both the sanctuary and fellowship hall. Online worship will be available as well. NOTE: If Cass County is moved into the red “critical
threat” level, all in-person services will be cancelled. Please pray with me this does not happen!
Christmas Worship (all services include no-contact take-home communion)
Sunday, Dec. 20th
6pm (Sanctuary)
rd
Wednesday, Dec. 23
6pm & 8pm (Sanctuary)
Thursday, Dec. 24th
12pm, 2pm, 4pm, 6pm (Sanctuary & Fellowship Hall)
th
Friday, Dec. 25
10am (Sanctuary Lessons & Carols)
Sunday, Dec. 27th
10am (Sanctuary Lessons & Carols)
Also, mark your calendar for a drive-thru Christmas Festival! Sunday, Dec. 13th, 1pm – 2:30pm
Finally, I want to invite you, if you are able, to join me and my family in making a Love Offering this
season. The annual Love Offering is a very important way the LCC family prepares for the next year. Given
the pandemic will last for some months into 2021, your love offering gifts this year are especially important.
You can give by check, ONLINE, or in-person.
Merry Christmas and God’s abiding peace. Pastor Joel

Finance Report
Hello LCC Congregation,
Peace and Joy to everyone during the upcoming Holiday season! Below is an update on the financial position of
LCC as we head into December. Coming into 2020, LCC had budgeted to be at $545,640.00 in total worship income YTD through October. Thanks to your generous financial support over the last few difficult months, LCC’s
current YTD worship income is $508,684.63. LCC being at 94% of our budgeted income is due to the great support of the congregation and the increase of online giving. Looking at our expenses, we budgeted to be
$586,448.00 through October and our current actual YTD expenses are $535,474.26. Our in-person worship and
on site ministry continues to be low which has kept our overall expenses down.
For those that have been at LCC, you may have seen the HVAC project is fully underway. The finance team has
finalized a loan from Thrivent to help cover the costs of this work until the pledged dollars from the campaign
come in. The loan was received by LCC the week of November 15th.
Thank you very much to everyone for contributing to LCC. Your generosity helps in our short-term situation, but
also greatly impacts the healthy future of LCC.
Thanks to everyone and Merry Christmas!
Dan Christians, Treasurer
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President’s Corner
Dearest LCC Family,
2020 is almost over. COVID-19, social, economic, and political strife, environmental disasters, and the many other
problems that have reared their heads this year, have all helped fulfill the axiom “may you live in interesting times.”
Yet 2020 has also provided vital opportunities to learn, to strengthen faith, and to live and love like Jesus. Good can
come from the unlikeliest situations.
Despite 2020 LCC continues to survive financially. While our fiscal situation has been disrupted, especially the Campaign Appeal, we continue to manage our operational expenses well, largely due to your generosity. Our pastoral staff
has also been successful in researching and applying for grant money that has helped with expenses. While our fall
giving has maintained a virtual steady state when compared to summer, this is itself abnormal, as giving typically peaks
around the holidays. Even with expenses low and conservative fiscal management touch, if the current trend holds,
revenue will fall below operational needs in 2021. In order to try to head that off at the pass, a Love Offering such as
been held in years past will be requested during December. More details will follow in the coming days.
LCC’s generosity expands beyond our own walls, of course. During the course of our summer and fall, LCC participated
with a Pop-Up Food Pantry program. Under the guidance of Pastor Megan, in partnership with external agencies and
grants, and with the vital help of LCC members helping to pack and deliver it all, we loaded up over 55,000 lbs of food
for over 1000 households this year. During a time of economic and health crisis for so many, the direct impact of this
program cannot be overstated. Thank you to everyone that participated in this program!
The church government year is also coming to a close. Elections will be held at our next annual meeting early in 2021,
and as this is my final year on with the Executive Committee, it will be the last meeting I preside over. The past six
years as a member of the government team have been fulfilling and have provided growth opportunities. I encourage
anyone interested in volunteering and learning how non-profits, churches, and organizations in general are governed
and managed to seek out opportunities to serve LCC on our various committees or as an elected officer of the church.

Lastly, allow me a minute to indulge the science geek in me. One of the best known stories from this season is of
course the tale of the Magi as related in the Book of Matthew. Matthew relates an extraordinary celestial event: a
“star” that led the wise men to Bethlehem. Theologians and astronomers alike have wondered what this event might
have been. A comet? A planetary conjunction? Both of these are possibilities. Neither are likely to have actually stood
watch over a manger as Jesus entered our world. Yet to the astronomer or astrological expert of the day, who may
have been waiting for a sign of a king to be born, a new, brilliant, potentially fleeting visitor in the night sky would have
been a message to pay heed to. We have already seen a brilliant comet in 2020, but I also encourage you to look up at
the night sky this winter. A relatively rare sight that happens once every twenty years will greet you over the next several weeks, as Jupiter and Saturn – themselves guardian angels of sorts for our planet – grow close together in the sky.
The week of December 14-18th, 45 minutes after sunset in the western sky, we will see the two planets separated by .1
degree apart, which is a 1/5 of a full Moon diameter. Such a conjunction could easily been seen as a sign of potential
great things at the turn of millennia 2000 or so years ago. Maybe, just maybe, there are great things to come in 2021.
Peace and God’s Love be with you,

Patrick Sommer
LCC Council President

Church School & Family
December Virtual Church School
starts Dec. 2nd/6th
 December Supply Kits will be

CHECK OUT THE FLYERS FOR…




dropped off the week of Nov.
29th.If your child did not receive one, let Chelsi know
and we’ll be sure to get one
to your student!

Christmas Program Reimagined for 2020
Drive Thru Christmas Festival
2020 VIRTUAL Giving Tree

Looking Ahead…
November

 Zoom Link/Meeting ID will be
the same each week. Email
chelsi@lcc-wf.com for the
link/meeting id.

Dec. 6th

DEADLINE to sign-up for Christmas
Program Options

Dec. 13th

Drive Thru Christmas Festival,
1:00-2:30pm

Dec.23rd, 27th, 30th, & Jan 3rd
No Church School (Christmas Break)

 If you have ANY questions, please ask! Your questions and
comments are helping us shape this very unusual year of
Church School.

Jan. 6th/10th Virtual Church School Resumes

Confirmation News
VIRTUAL Confirmation will be on ZOOM. If you have ANY questions, please ask!

(mcasper@lcc-wf.com or chelsi@lcc-wf.com)
Dec. 2nd

8th Grade: Large Group with LCC Staff

Dec. 23rd & 30th

No Confirmation (Christmas Break)

6th & 7th Grade: Small Group with Guides

Dec. 9th

6th Grade: Large Group with LCC Staff

Jan. 6th , 2021 8th Grade: Large Group with LCC Staff

7th & 8th Grade: Small Group with Guides

Dec. 16th

6th & 7th Grade: Small Group with Guides

7th Grade: Large Group with LCC Staff

6th & 8th Grade: Small Group with Guides

8th Grade Prayer Leaders & Readers **Note: Worship Time Change to 5:45pm!
All students are assigned one reading spot for the Wed. 5:45pm worship service. If students are unable to read on their
assigned date, it is their responsibility to let the church know as soon as possible. Readings/prayers will be sent to your
parents’/family’s email on the Monday or Tuesday of the week you’re assigned to read.
Dec. 2nd

Kaden Manske & Claire Utke

Dec. 23rd & 30th

No Readers (Christmas Break)

Dec. 9th

Avery Hovland & Taylor Christians

Jan. 6th, 2021

Madison Alberty & Margaux Butenhoff

Dec. 16th

Owen Haugen & Owen Hastings

Jan. 13th

Ethan Laabs & Will Triebwasser

Senior High Youth Group

Our LCC Giving Tree is VIRTUAL this year!
Check out the gift ideas at https://signup.com/go/zTROJow.


Gifts will be gathered and given to the Grace Garden families!



Please bring your gift to LCC WRAPPED by DECEMBER 10th.



PLEASE also make sure to attach a tag (can just be a plain piece of paper) that
contains the GIFT DESCRIPTION from the original virtual tag.



Gifts can be dropped off at the SOUTH Cross Way Center door during the
week of December 6th --8:30-11:30am on Sunday, 9:00am-3:30pm Monday &
Tuesday, 5:30-7:30pm Wednesday, or 10:00-4:00pm Thursday.

Thank you so very much for your compassion and kindness!

Questions? Contact Chelsi at chelsi@lcc-wf.com.

Sign up for a time to celebrate
the Lord’s Supper by household group
privately with Pastor Joel or Pastor Megan in
the Sanctuary at LCC.
Sign Up Link
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040a4caaab2ca2f58-private
Questions, shout to PJ at
jbaranko@lcc-wf.com

Mark, Julie and Henry Haugen

Troy & Chelsie Bormann

Lance & Jordan Dolezal
Luke and Marley
Keegan, Marissa, Grady,
and Cohen Lantz
Allison Pillar & Zachary Spychalla
and Oliver

Life Events at LCC
Baptized into Christ!
Madden J Kussatz
child to Kyle & Lindsey Kussatz

Died in the faith and commended
to God’s everlasting care.
Joel Harms

Arnold Lee Kussatz
If you have a life event or celebration you would like to add to the newsletter
email office@lcc-wf.com!

Family Fare Receipts
We continue to collect Family Fare receipts. Our goal is $150,000 in receipts; in return, we receive $1000 that is used for youth programming
at LCC.
Our current total is $80,419. Please drop off your receipts in
the collection box located in the Cross Way Center or mail
them to the church office. Thanks for your support on this
project!
Attention Amazon Shoppers!
Support Lutheran Church of the Cross by shopping with Amazon Smile! Just enter
"Lutheran Church of the Cross" in West Fargo as your charity prior to shopping. (Must
check out through Amazon Smile) After that, Amazon donates 0.5% of all eligible purchases to the church! Click the link below to get connected.
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-0360370
RRR Book Club
RRR (Red River Readers) meets on the second Thursday of each month at 1:00 PM.
In December we will be meeting in Katherine S’s garage. If anyone is new to RRR,
please contact me at maxbeseler@gmail.com for Katherine’s address.
December – The Trouble with Christmas – Debbie Mason (Erlene has)
January – The Rumor – Lesley Kara
February – The Book of Polly – Kathy Hepinstall (Erlene has)
March – Glitter & Glue – Kelly Corrigan
April – Whispering Pines – Kimberly Diede
May – Saving Cee Cee Honeycutt – Beth Hoffman
June – The Book of Longings – Sue Monk Kidd
July – What Alice Forgot – Liane Moriarty
August - Plainsong - Kent Haruf
September - The Flight Girls - Noelle Salazar
Please come with suggestions for future reads to the meeting. If you are interested in
participating in RRR, please contact Maxine Beseler (maxbeseler@gmail.com) so that
you can be added to the list. All are welcome!

Lutheran Church of the Cross
1402 16th St E ~ West Fargo, ND 58078
(701) 282-0514
www.lcc-wf.com

Contact Us:
Pastor Joel Baranko: jbaranko@lcc-wf.com
Pastor Megan Casper: mcasper@lcc-wf.com
Kylee Lisburg, Office Administrator: office@lcc-wf.com
Chelsi Martian, Education Director: chelsi@lcc-wf.com
Halie Van Vleet, Youth Ministry: halie@lcc-wf.com
Chad Svenby, Dir. of Music & Arts Ministry: csvenby@lcc-wf.com
Maxine Beseler, Choir Director: maxbeseler@gmail.com
Sean Rebischke, Bell Choir Director: musichistorian30@hotmail.com
Jakub Pasierb, Worship Accompanist

