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4th of July Schedule
There will be no worship Sunday, July 4th. The LCC office will be
closed July 5th.

Pastor’s Message
Hey beloved church!
Pastor Megan here! How is your summer going so far? Around the church, the way I’d
describe summer thus far would be, “Full.” Full of learning, fun, and pure joy during VBS,
full of gratitude and reflection during worship, full of awe, compassion, and care during
our West Fargo Eats Pop Up distributions.
I’ve heard this echoed by other families as well. Summer has barely started and already it
feels “full.” For some folks, it’s been full of joy and fun! For others, now that things are
“opening back up,” grief that we couldn’t fully process during lockdowns and quarantines is making itself known.

I’ve felt the temptation in my own heart, with the world seeming to come back to life
and the weather being glorious—to try to pack my family’s day to the bursting—because
WE CAN. Last summer, often times, felt like one long held breath. This summer feels like a big exhale, in many
ways.
However, even though the temptation is there to pack our schedules with little visits and day trips—I’ve been focusing on turning my attention and my family’s attention to things that draw us together—rather than just things
that send us “out.” I’ve realized that what makes summer so special is the supreme gift of time—and the power
of choice—how to use it—what to give our hearts to.
And so, this summer, I’ve pledge to give my heart and my head to experiences and projects that bring a sense of
JOY and that bring out the LOVE for my family, the work I get to do, and the world around me. Even though the
temptation is still there to GO, GO, GO, because WE CAN—I’ve tried to change that voice inside me to say,
DWELL, LISTEN, LOVE because it’s good, necessary, and leads me back to what really matters.
That’s why 16 youth and parents from LCC served with Churches United, the Red River Zoo, and the Great Plains
Food Bank all day on June 7th. That’s why we’ll be hosting the West Fargo Eats Pop Up Food Pantry at least twice
a month all summer. That’s why we’re reading the incredible book “Untamed” this summer in Women’s Ministry.
That’s why we’ll worship together weekly and share in baptisms and rescheduled weddings. That’s why we’ll honor those we lost with committals and graveside services. Because last year, we couldn’t. This year, WE CAN—we
can choose to dwell with each other—to sit in the sunshine on our porches and clink frosty glasses together, to
watch the sunrise on a perfectly still lake. To listen to what the last year has been like for family members we
haven’t seen in ages. To listen to what the last year has been like for our kids and teens. To love by praying for
each other in worship, both in-person, and tuning in online; to love by donating and volunteering to the West Fargo Eats Pop Up—because we’ve served close to 4000 people since the Pop Up restarted in March!
GO, GO, GO! Yes! But dwell, listen, and love in the midst of the going. We can hold space for each other to share
about our days, to laugh, and grow, and learn—and just BE.
Beloved church, it is such a gift to be TOGETHER with you this summer. Thank you for tuning into worship, for
spreading out on the lawn for outdoor worship, for bringing in countless boxes of diapers, snacks, and canned
goods, for supporting our amazing kiddos in VBS, for laughing together and crying together. For being God’s community TOGETHER, because WE CAN—and it’s what we’re meant to do.
Love, peace, and lots of sunshine to you all---whatever adventure finds you this summer!
Pastor Megan

STAY IN THE KNOW
Dear LCC Family & Friends,
Thank you for taking a moment to connect with your church. I’ve got some really exciting announcements to
share in our mission together to live & love like Jesus.
Phase 2 Renovations
Leaders at church have been working diligently behind the scenes to keep moving forward the priorities of the
Give & Love like Jesus Campaign. We finalized the design plan for renovating the fellowship hall and transforming
the church garage into a food pantry. We received 3 competitive bids for the project, and everyone involved
agreed to move forward with the lowest bid which came from Great States Construction. Members of our renovation team have familiarity with Great States and are confident they will do a great job for us. Work on Phase 2
begins June 1st!
Give & Love like Jesus Campaign
You continue to be generous financially to move the mission of LCC into the future. With a $180,000 matching
fund and a $25,000 participation challenge put in place this year, campaign pledges increased from $764,000 to
$1,041,000! There are still matching funds available. If you would like to make a pledge, increase a pledge, or extend a 3-year pledge into a 4th year, please visit www.lcc-wf.com/2021-give-love-campaign/ or call the church
office. The Campaign now runs 2020-2023.
West Fargo Eats
West Fargo Eats is what are calling our hunger relief ministry, an initiative of the Campaign. With the passionate
guidance of Pastor Megan and volunteerism of so many members and friends of LCC, West Fargo Eats is off to an
incredible start even before we have done any renovations. The YWCA and Great Plains Food Bank (a Lutheran
Ministry!) are both invaluable partners in working to keep individuals and families fed, especially while there is
such a huge need. We have 8 pop-up food pantry events already scheduled for this summer.
UPDATE: Covid Protocols at LCC
Your Church Council unanimously agreed to amend our Covid protocols to reflect the new guidance from the
CDC. We recommend everyone who is not vaccinated to wear a mask while in the LCC facility and encourage anyone who feels most comfortable by wearing a mask to continue to do so at their discretion. Specific seating arrangements and capacity restrictions are now also lifted.
Summer Worship
Now through Labor Day, worship will be held Wednesdays at 5:45pm, Sundays at 10am, streaming live on
Wednesdays and available thereafter. Once the weather is consistently warmer, we’ll include outdoor worship in
the plans as well. NOTE: No on-site worship will be held Sunday, July 4th.
Thank you, again, for taking the time to read this through. I look forward to seeing you at church!
Peace & Joy,
PJ

Finance Report
General Funds
April Actual
Worship Offering

Cash Flow

YTD Actual

YTD Budget

$45,055

$55,380

$213,437

$234,370

$1,208
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$67,519

$235,558
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-$10,729
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Operation Expenses

April Budget

Designated Funds
April Income

April Expense

YTD Income

YTD Expenses

Mission

$

771

$

166

$

1,937

$

2,303

Activities

$

1,225

$

123

$

5,870

$

3,026

Coffee Bar

$

-

$

-

$

-

$

-

Facility

$

-

$

-

$

-

$
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$
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$
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$

-

Give & Love Campaign

$

$
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$
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$

59,495
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Education & Family Ministries
2021-2022 Church School Program...
Registration for the next Church School year is coming—-in August!
This past Church School program year was different, to say the least,
and has given us an opportunity to look at how, when, and why we
have Church School at LCC. It’s fun to dream about the possibilities
of exploring God’s story, learning about Jesus, growing in faith, and
being community together! Watch for more information about
Church School for Preschool to 5th Grade in August!
Confirmation Registration for 2021-2022
Our Confirmation program at LCC is for 6th, 7th, and 8th Grade Students. It takes place on
Wednesday nights at 7:35pm. Registration for this program will be available in August!
For Current 8th Grade Students (2020-21)...
Please watch for information about Faith Interviews, Celebrations, and Confirmation Day.

THANK YOU for an AMAZING week at
Maker Fun Factory VBS!
To our Crew Leaders, Station Leaders, Music
Leaders, and behind the scenes helpers, thank
you for sharing your time, talent, energy, and
make us all feel God’s Love.
To the VBS Kids, thank you for singing loud, listening intentionally, and being great friends to
all you met throughout the week! God made
YOU for a reason—WOW, God!

Chelsi will be out of the office: Wednesday, June 9th until Tuesday, August 10th
I will not be answering emails or voicemails during this time. However, if you are in need of help
with anything, please contact Kylee, LCC Office Administrator (office@lcc-wf.com).
See you all in the Fall! I can’t wait to watch where God’s story, love, and grace will take us all in
the coming program year!

PieceMaker Quilting Group
The PieceMaker quilt group will be meeting the following dates:
June 1st at 6:30pm & 10th and 24th at 9:30am
July 6th at 6:30pm & 8th and 22nd at 9:30am
We are currently making quilts for the Red River Children's Advocacy Program. Any questions, please email pkmaas@yahoo.com. All are welcome.
Novel Ideas
The next meeting of Novel Ideas will be Tuesday, June 22nd in the church
library at 7pm.
Anyone is welcome to attend; even if you just want to come once in a
while to enjoy the discussion of the book-of-the-month if that's what interests you.
June 22

John Hart

The King of Lies

July 27

Heather Moore

Cilka’s Journey

August 24

Asha Lemmie

Fifty Words for Rain

September 28

Kristin Hannah

The Four Winds

October 26

Jodi Picoult

The Book of 2 Ways

November 23

Brian Freeman

The Deep Deep Snow

December 28

Ellie Laks

My Gentle Barn

Life Events at LCC
Baptized into Christ!

Congratulations to!

Lincoln Kyle Trautmann
child to Austin Trautmann & Alyssa Barney

Larry & Nancy Otterson
celebrating their 60th wedding
anniversary

Levi Allen Severson
child to Brady & Katie Severson

Amber Porter & Tyler Highness
celebrating their marriage

Gabrielle Clair Roehl
child to Tyler & Mary Roehl

If you have a life event or celebration you would like to add to the newsletter
email office@lcc-wf.com!

Family Fare Receipts
We continue to collect Family Fare receipts. Our goal is
$150,000 in receipts; in return, we receive $1000 that is used
for youth programming at LCC.
Our current total is $80,419. Please drop off your receipts in
the collection box located in the Cross Way Center or mail
them to the church office. Thanks for your support on this
project!

Lutheran Church of the Cross
1402 16th St E ~ West Fargo, ND 58078
(701) 282-0514
www.lcc-wf.com

Contact Us:
Pastor Joel Baranko: jbaranko@lcc-wf.com
Pastor Megan Casper: mcasper@lcc-wf.com
Kylee Lisburg, Office Administrator: office@lcc-wf.com
Chelsi Martian, Education Director: chelsi@lcc-wf.com
Halie Van Vleet, Youth Ministry: halie@lcc-wf.com
Chad Svenby, Dir. of Music & Arts Ministry: csvenby@lcc-wf.com
Maxine Beseler, Choir Director: maxbeseler@gmail.com
Sean Rebischke, Bell Choir Director: musichistorian30@hotmail.com
Jakub Pasierb, Worship Accompanist

