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Dear beloved church,  

What’s helped you feel “human” lately? This is a question I’ve been asking myself often 
over the last couple weeks. It may seem like a strange question—given that the last 
couple of months, we’ve been reflecting in worship about all the places and spaces 
where we encounter the “sacred” in the ordinariness of life. Shouldn’t I be asking my-
self what’s helped me feel “divine” lately? However, as we’ve reflected on the sacred in 
our lives—and read each other’s beautiful responses week after week, it seems like the 
most “human” moments end up being the moments when the divine delights in brush-
ing against our lives.  

Some of the incredible responses shared in worship over the last few months; 

--the laughter and beautiful smiles of our children 

--teachers and school staff who give so much of themselves to every child 

--when I come home and see my dog wagging his tail 

--sharing a hug with a friend I was excited to see  

--in my mom who loves and supports me everyday  

And so many others—it seems the sacred truly is all around us—and the question comes down to—when do we 
notice it? What helps us notice the glorious ordinariness of the sacred all around us?  

For me, over the last few weeks—I’ve found myself most aware of the sacred when I’m most aware of my hu-
manness—when I let myself settle into my body and open my senses. I’ve felt the sacred gently warming my 
hands as I cradle a fresh cup of tea; I’ve heard the sacred in the mischievous giggles of my little ones as they pile 
on my bed while I’m trying to change the sheets, I’ve seen the sacred burst across the sky in gorgeous fall sunsets 
during a family walk, I’ve even smelled the sacred in the delicious pot of chicken soup simmering on the stove. 
These wondrously ordinary moments infused with the sacred—with the quiet wonder of what it is to be alive. In 
the midst of so much that seeks to pull us away from the here and now—heartbreaking headlines, never-ending 
to-do lists, holiday preparations, the perpetual juggling act of work and home life—may we feel the sacred’s gen-
tle nudge to open our senses back up to what make us come alive—to the presence and love of God woven into 
the fabric of our lives.  

May we resist the urge to fill up every spare moment with busyness, distraction, and noise—and allow ourselves 
to be gloriously unproductive—recognizing that the sacred delights in our presence far and above our never-
ending quest for perfection. May we feel the holy drawing near around the dinner table over turkey and pie, in 
the crisp sweetness of hot apple cider, in the silent beauty falling snow, in the ever wagging tails of our four leg-
ged family members, in the kindness of strangers, in the glow of Christmas lights (if/when you happen to put 
them up), in every moment we sit back and say—oh yes, this is it—this is life. And it’s human. It’s divine. It’s a gift. 
Because God is good. And God is with us, in each ordinary sacred moment.  

The Lord be with you, beloved church. This Thanksgiving, I’m ever and always thankful for the honor and great 
delight of being church together. Wherever the sacred meets you in these last weeks of the year—may you feel it 
all around, holding you, freeing you, and ever enfolding you in love.  

In Christ,  

Pastor Megan  

Pastor’s Message 



 

 

As we near the end of the calendar year, I wanted to provide an update on the Church financials 
through October 31st. In the general fund which is used for church operations,  worship offering is 
$51,000 under budget. The budget for worship offering is based off the prior year, so there is a de-
cline in giving by about 10% compared to this time last year. Expenses are slightly under budg-
et.  This positive variance is due to the fact that we had budgeted expenses for a third part time pas-
tor which we have not yet taken on.  We will be watching the financials closely over the next few 
moths to ensure we have the necessary income and cash flow to cover our expenses. 

As we near the completion of the Phase II facility renovations, you will note that there are more ex-
penses than income in the Give & Love Designated Fund.  This difference here is being funded by a 
bridge loan that is scheduled to be repaid in full by the end of our campaign period.  

Thank you for your generous support of the mission of LCC. Please consider the opportunity to make 
a Christmas Love Offering to strengthen our ability to carry out the mission in 2022. 

Thank you, 

Angie Roy – LCC Treasurer 

Finance Report 

General Funds      

 October Actual October Budget  YTD Actual YTD Budget 

Worship Offering                      41,394                        43,770                     457,213             508,500  

Other Income                        2,292                          4,890                       22,889               38,410  

Operation Expenses                      66,145                        68,399                     549,835             555,416  

Cash Flow                    (22,459)                      (19,739)                    (69,732)               (8,506) 

Budget Variance                         (2,720)               (61,226) 

      

Designated Funds      

 October Income October Expense   YTD Income YTD Expenses 

Mission                        2,054                                -                            5,210                 1,926  

Activities                        1,188                          2,144                          9,587               12,703  

Coffee Bar                           496                               32                             553                 1,254  

Facility                              -                                  -                                  -                         -    

Foundation                        1,994                                -                            3,201                       -    

West Fargo Eats - In-                           235                          1,744                          5,439                 4,725  

Give & Love Campaign                        9,209                        18,417                      299,124             694,120  

                         (7,161)             (391,613) 



 

 

Church School & Family Ministry 
Questions and Suggestions?  

Reach out to Chelsi (chelsi@lcc-wf.com)  Church School Happenings!  

Serving @ West Fargo Eats.  

With the opening of our permanent food 

share, West Fargo Eats., Church School stu-

dents have jumped in to help fill boxes, stock 

shelves, sort diapers, and so much more! It is 

incredible to see them love their neighbor, a 

neighbor they will probably never meet,  in big 

and bold ways! Each week at least one of the 

classes asks when they can help again! 

 

Learning & Exploring the 

Bible Stories 

Over the past few weeks 

we’ve learned about the 

Reformation & Martin Luther, the Woman at 

the Well, and Christ the King. Ask a Church 

School student what the “Living Water” is?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming @ Church School  

Church School Christmas Programs & 

Worship Leading 

Sunday, December 12th at  

1:30pm (9am kids) and 3:30pm (5:45pm kids) 

 

Sunday, December 19th at  

9:00am & 10:30am (10:00am families leading) 

  

4:30pm & 6:45pm kids will be working on a spe-

cial project to be displayed on Christmas Eve. 

If you would like your student to be a part of 

either of the above programs, please reach 

out (chelsi@lcc-wf.com) to make a plan! 

 

 

 

Upcoming Dates: 

Nov. 24/28 No Church School (Thanksgiving) 

Dec. 5th Advent Festival, 2-4pm 

Dec. 8th WHOLE Program Practice @ 5:45pm 

Dec. 12th WHOLE Program Practice @ 9:00am 

  1:30pm Program (9am kids) 

  3:30pm Program (5:45pm kids)  

Dec. 15th LCC Carol Festival at 6:30pm  

  NO 6:45pm Church School!  

Dec. 19th 9:00 & 10:30am Worship Leading 

  (10am Kids + families) 



 

 

Confirmation News 

Questions and Suggestions?  

8th Grade Prayer and Lesson Readers 

If students are unable to read on their assigned date, it is their responsibility to let the church know as 

soon as possible. Students may sign up for one additional date to count as one in-house service oppor-

tunity.  Readings/prayers will be sent to your parents’/family’s email on the Mon. or Tues. of the week 

you’re assigned to read.  

Dec. 1st Brody Engelstad & Makena Huseby 

Dec. 8th Jake Stegman & Lyla Stegman 

Dec. 15th  No Readers (LCC Carol Festival) 

Dec. 22nd & 29th No Readers (Winter Break) 

Wednesday Meal Servers  

Please be here by 5:00pm to set-up and serve. Meal is served from 5:15-6:30pm.  

Dec. 1st Teagan Schumacher, Taya Rolstad, Elliott Butenhoff 

Dec. 8th Hayley Highness, Natalie Bleick, Anisa Mayle 

Dec. 15th Lyla/Jake Stegman, Samantha Lindgren, Leighton Stafslien 

Dec. 22nd & 29th No Meals (Winter Break) 



 

 

 

Youth Ministry 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

What’s better than fun, fellowship, faith, and fish while sitting on 

the ice? 

Friday, January 21st - Sunday, January 23rd 

Sportsman’s Lodge—Lake of the Woods 

Cost: $411 (includes lodging and fishing) 

$200 deposit due on or before Nov. 29th. 

Checks to LCC or credit card HERE 

Questions, shout to PJ 

jbaranko@lcc-wf.com 

Need an excuse? Jesus went fishing with the disciples all the time. 

https://www.cognitoforms.com/LutheranChurchOfTheCross/MensIceFishing2022


 

 



 

 

Welcome New Members to LCC! 

Douglas & Maralee Kalianoff 

Kyle, Lindsey and  

Madden Kussatz 

Louisa Bergman Renee Gilderhus 

Preston Gilderhus 

Brian, Danielle  

and Amara Power 

Rachel & Nicole Nelson 

MaryAnn Dost 

Arnie & Jeanne Kussatz 

Aaron & Jessica Lewis 

Eric, Sara and Jacob Gjerdevig 



 

 

Life Events at LCC 
 

If you have a life event or celebration you would like to add to the newsletter 
 email office@lcc-wf.com! 

Died in the faith and commended to 
God’s everlasting care. 

Ross Brennan  

LCC Adult Choir Returns for Christmas! 
We are excited to announce that after a pandemic induced hiatus, the LCC Adult Choir will 

be reuniting to perform this Christmas season! Thanks to the addition of interim director 

Sean Rebischke, the choir will begin rehearsing next week in preparation for performances 

at the LCC Carol Festival on Wednesday, December 15th. Rehearsals will be held on Monday 

evenings at 7:15pm, beginning Monday, November 22.  

 

If you are interested in learning about the choir, performing with the choir, or even directing 

the choir, please contact the LCC office at 701-282-0514 or email Chad Svenby at csven-

by@lcc-wf.com. 



 

 

PieceMaker Quilting Group  
The PieceMaker quilt group will be meeting the following dates: 
 
Dec 7th at 6:30pm 
Dec 9th and 23rd at 9:30am  
 
 
We are currently making quilts for the Red River Children's Advocacy Program. 
Any questions, please email pkmaas@yahoo.com. All are welcome.    

Novel Ideas 

LCC 2021 

Novel Ideas at 7pm 

Author Book Name 

November 23 Brian Freeman The Deep Deep Snow 

  

December 28 Ellie Laks My Gentle Barn 

  

The next meeting of Novel Ideas will be Tuesday, November 23rd in the church li-
brary at 7pm.  

Anyone is welcome to attend; even if you just want to come once in a while to en-
joy the discussion of the book-of-the-month if that's what interests you.  

 Family Fare Receipts 

You did it again!!  We got $150,000 in Family Fares 
receipts.   We will receive $1000 that will go to-
wards youth related events at LCC. 

We are off to a great start for the next collection 
with a total of $11,493.  Keep collecting those re-
ceipts and dropping them in the collection 
box.  Congratulations and thanks for your continued 
support!  



 

 

Lutheran Church of the Cross 
1402 16th St E ~ West Fargo, ND 58078 

(701) 282-0514 
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Contact Us: 

Pastor Joel Baranko: jbaranko@lcc-wf.com 

Pastor Megan Casper: mcasper@lcc-wf.com 

Kylee Lisburg, Office Administrator: office@lcc-wf.com 

Chelsi Martian, Education Director: chelsi@lcc-wf.com 

Halie Van Vleet, Youth Ministry: halie@lcc-wf.com 

Chad Svenby, Dir. of Music & Arts Ministry: csvenby@lcc-wf.com 

Sean Rebischke, Bell Choir Director: musichistorian30@hotmail.com 

 


