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Pastor’s Message
Dear beloved Church,
Grace and peace to you, wherever this chilly Spring day finds you! Yes, I did say
“spring,” although, for many of us, it’s felt a lot more like a very extended March.
Whenever I grumble about the weather to my family, my younger brother inevitably
pops up to say “Well, don’t forget Megan—around here the snakes can’t kill us.”
Which always makes me chuckle.
There is something to counting our blessings or “looking on the bright side.” I’m not
talking about that relentless positivity that can, at times, seek to silence our desire to
process and do the holy work of processing hard states of being—like grief or anger.
Rather—lately I’ve been reflecting on the strange, beautiful way the Holy Spirit has of
drawing us back to ourselves and the present moment with little bursts of unexpected
gratitude.
In moments I find myself getting particularly down about how grey it’s been for the last (what feels like) 400
days, or anxious about the uncertain state of so much of the world, or frustration at the rising cost of living, or
anger that some folks in our community are having to choose between medication or eating--- or getting mired
down in any number of impossible thought cycles---it seems like the Holy Spirit always has a way of drawing me
out of my thoughts and back to the present.
Whether it’s a delightful interaction with a neighbor shopping in West Fargo Eats, or joking with Confirmands
serving dinner on Wednesday nights, or sharing a hot cup of coffee during Bible Study on Thursdays, or seeing
green shoots poke out of the ground in the courtyard---the Holy Spirit has a way of saying, “I’m here! I’m still
here.” And these moments of gratitude, when I get to sit back and say “Isn’t this good?”—are moments when I
find myself reconnecting with the quiet wonder that dwells in moments of connection, community, and love.
For me lately, making space for gratitude has also opened me back up to wonder—and wonder is nearly always
a bridge straight to the Divine. On his show “It’s Been a Minute,” radio host Sam Sanders asks folks every week
to submit the “Best thing that’s happened to you this week.” It’s a question I’ve delighted in asking folks at
church and neighbors in West Fargo Eats. I’ve heard about anniversaries celebrated, new jobs, new loves, the
delight of pets and children, and countless others stories steeped in gratitude and joy—I’m so thankful—and it
always feels like such a holy thing to me. And perhaps that’s because it is. Gratitude leads us to wonder and
wonder resurrects our hearts to the presence of God all around us.
Beloved LCC church family—resurrection will find you wherever you are. If your soul is craving it especially this
week—look no further than that which you’re thankful for this week. Jesus is waiting to meet us wherever we
are. Resurrection will find you—wherever you are.
What’s the best thing that happened to you this week? What are you thankful for? Feel that resurrection flood
your heart. Jesus’ love and promise are ever and always upon you.
Happy Easter, church!
Pastor Megan

President's Corner
Hello LCC!
At our last council meeting, we discussed how our remodel project is all but wrapped up and the church is looking wonderful. Thank you to all the hard work that our property board did on this as well as our wonderful pastors and staff. It is awesome to see the new spaces at LCC being put into such great use for everything from
Church school to holy week stations on Good Friday. It is Awesome to see our spaces full of life!
We recently had our quarterly council meeting and discussed a lot of great things happening at LCC. Erin
Prochnow with the YWCA attended this meeting and shared with us all the good that Grace Garden, West Fargo
Eats, and LCC have been doing as a community. It was truly inspirational to hear how our congregation is impacting so many lives. Thank you to all who have been a part of this.

Our property team is working to keep our building in tip top shape and small improvements continue to be
made. Also, they are looking into the future for any major repairs that may come up that the council should
budget for in the future.
We have had great volunteers stepping up at LCC. This is shown by the wonderful services at Easter week, to
the great numbers in church school, and the youth groups. Thank you to everyone who makes these groups
better.
Also, our church council is making more steps to looking into a part time third pastor. We will be meeting again
in May with more news to come on this front.
We often hear that some congregations in the area are on the decline and overall church worship is not as
strong as it once was. I am truly grateful to be a member of LCC where this is not the case. The people of LCC
are what make us great, and it shows how we support each other and especially our community as whole.
Thanks to all the members of LCC for what you do and who you are. We are truly blessed, and God is good!
Dan Christians
LCC Church Council President
dan.j.christians@gmail.com

Finance Report
General Funds
March Actual

March Budget

YTD Actual

Worship Offering
Other Income
Operation Expenses

89,212
903
58,698

103,210
760
59,418

Cash Flow
Budget Variance

31,417

44,552
(13,135)

YTD Budget

181,861
2,536
182,948
1,448

201,180
2,250
185,831
17,599
(16,151)

Designated Funds
March Income
Mission

February Expense

YTD Income

YTD Expenses

542

125

937

451

4,570

2,710

9,026

7,406

569

528

1,544

658

Facility

-

-

-

-

Administration

-

-

-

-

Foundation

-

-

1,677

969

676

3,546

1,748

7,954

3,094
7,470

40,138

32,790
13,815

Activities
Coffee Bar

West Fargo Eats - Income

Give & Love Campaign

-

Church School & Family Ministry
Questions and Suggestions?

Church School Happenings!

Reach out to Chelsi (chelsi@lcc-wf.com)

Communion Bread Making
On Maundy Thursday we welcome and celebrate students o the Lord’s Table to receive
Communion. To honor and celebrate them,
our 1st and 2nd Grade students made Communion bread for their services. What a fun
way to celebrate Communion and learn
about The Last Supper!

ALL ABOARD FOR
VBS 2022!
Tues. May 31st—Fri. June 3rd
9:00am-12:00pm
All Preschool—4th Grade Students are
invited for FOUR mornings of songs,
crafts, games, snacks, and FUN! We will
explore how Jesus’ “power” gives us
hope, teaches us to be bold, gives us
eternal life, and helps us be good
friends!

Get Registered ONLINE

Join in the fun and volunteer!
Last Days of Church School
Wed. May 11th & Sun. May 15th

VBS Volunteer Sign-up

Confirmation News
Wednesday Meal Servers
Please be here by 5:00pm to set-up and serve. Meal is served from 5:15-6:30pm.
May 4th: Sam Christians, Nora Aeilts, Evy Jacobson, Brooklyn Schroeder
May 11th: Courtney Thomson, Additional Meal Servers Needed!

8th Grade Prayer & Lesson Readers

7th Grade Worship Leaders

If students are unable to read on their assigned date, it is
their responsibility to let the church know as soon as possible. Students may sign up for one additional date to
count as one in-house service opportunity. Readings/
prayers will be sent to your parents’/family’s email on
the Mon. or Tues. of the week you’re assigned to read.

Each 7th Grade Small Group is assigned to lead
Wednesday Worship at 6:45pm (usher, communion).
May 4th: Toby Aeilts & Karrin Christian’s Group
May 11th: Tanya Dockter’s Group

May 4th: Prayer & Lesson Readers NEEDED!
May 11th: Prayer & Lesson Readers NEEDED!

Confirmation Upcoming Schedule
Wednesday, May 4th

Wednesday, May 11th

Normal Class for 6th & 7th Grade

Small Group Parties for 6th & 7th Grade

Small Group Parties for 8th Grade

Veteran’s Blvd Clean-up for 8th Grade
Final details and information will be sent via
email. Fill out Form HERE

2022-2023 Confirmation Registration is open!
All 6th, 7th, and 8th Grade Students are welcome to register. Confirmation at
Lutheran Church of the Cross (LCC) is a three year program that empowers students to dive deeper into their lives of faith—equipping them with experiences, relationships, and opportunities that will continue to foster a lifelong relationship with Jesus. Confirmation is offered at 7:35 pm on Wednesdays from
September through mid-May.
Register for Confirmation HERE
Questions and Suggestions?
Reach out to Chelsi (chelsi@lcc-wf.com) or Pastor Megan (mcasper@lcc-wf.com)

News & Updates
West Fargo Eats. Receives its first Grant!
Through the hard work of Alicia Nelson, WFE Intern, and Pastor Megan our food share alliance has been awarded a $5,000 grant through the Blue Cross Blue Shield of North Dakota Caring Foundation. This incredible gift will help purchase much needed items to support
the families and community who utilize WFE. We are so grateful for the work of Alicia to
bring this grant to West Fargo Eats. AND thankful to the generosity of BCBSND’s Caring
Foundation to support organizations that reflect
their work of positively transforming the health
and well-being of the community.

New Dates & Opportunities to
serve and connect with WFE
have been added!

To serve at WFE, sign-up online:
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/805094fabad2aa0fa7-west

Birthday Bags
In December we received a generous donation of Birthday Bags to be gifted to families and kids who visit to
West Fargo Eats. It was a HUGE hit and the families are so
grateful for this extra special way that WFE supports their
family. We are running low on bags and would LOVE help
restocking our Birthday Bag shelf.

How to make a Birthday Bag—> Fill a
Large Gift Bag with the following supplies…


Box of cake mix, can of frosting, &
candles



Simple Themed Party Decorations
(plates, banners, streamers, etc.)

Life Events at LCC
Baptized into Christ!
Audrey Laverne Dolezal
child to Lance & Jordan Snow-Dolezal

Family Fare Receipts
You did it again!! We got $150,000 in Family Fares receipts. We will receive $1000 that will go towards
youth related events at LCC.
Thank you and keep up the good work!! Our current
total is $80,250! We are over half way to our goal of
$150,000 in Family Fare receipts.

PieceMaker Quilting Group
The PieceMaker quilt group will be meeting the following dates:

May 3rd at 6:30 & May 12th and 26th at 9:30.
We are currently making quilts for the Red River Children's Advocacy Program. Any
questions, please email pkmaas@yahoo.com. All are welcome.

Novel Ideas
The next meeting of Novel Ideas will be Tuesday, May 24th in the church library at 7pm.

LCC 2022

Author

Book Name

Kristin Hannah

Homefront

Novel Ideas at 7pm

May 24

Anyone is welcome to attend; even if you just want to come once in a while to enjoy the
discussion of the book-of-the-month if that's what interests you.

Lutheran Church of the Cross
1402 16th St E ~ West Fargo, ND 58078
(701) 282-0514

www.lcc-wf.com

Contact Us:
Pastor Joel Baranko: jbaranko@lcc-wf.com
Pastor Megan Tee: mcasper@lcc-wf.com
Kylee Lisburg, Office Administrator: office@lcc-wf.com
Chelsi Martian, Education Director: chelsi@lcc-wf.com
Halie Van Vleet, Youth Ministry: halie@lcc-wf.com
Chad Svenby, Dir. of Music & Arts Ministry: csvenby@lcc-wf.com
Sean Rebischke, Bell Choir Director: musichistorian30@hotmail.com

